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person appointed to the post of Borough Engineer and Sur 
om § "620" “ shall be and continue to be a member of a trade union 

affiliated to or specified by the T.U.C., or eligible for affiliation,” 
has been sent by the Engineers’ Guild, Ltd., to Edmonton 
Borough Council. p. 859 
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pro: & THE USE of the penalty clause relating to damages for non- 
rain completion was advocated by Mr.-J. B. Cooper, F.R.I.B.A., 
erm as “the only remedy available to the housing authority” 
ey against dilatory contractors. He was speaking at the Housing 
fe. Centre Conference in County Hall, S.E.1, a report of which 
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ers, drawn attention to the importance of adequate planning in 
far advance as a means of securing economy in building construc- 
of tion cost and, conversely, to the serious effect on costs and 

efficiency (a) of failure, before operations begin, to determine 
lly exactly the work to be carried out, and (b) of any alterations 
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ie @ NATIONALISATION of the building industry is one of the 
motions down for discussion at the annual conference of the 

N.F.B.T.0., at Cleethorpes from June 26 to 29. p. 868 






necessary repairs, which were frequently of a kind that needed 
prompt action, failing which trouble spread rapidly, leading 
to the need for costly major work. Culpable negligence has 
also been a cause of serious trouble. All that, we must hope, 
belongs to the bad past. To-day, as a result of the activities 
of the Central Council, rural deans, incumbents and church 
councils should be fully alive to their duties in regard to the 
maintenance and repair of the buildings in their charge. 


Disused and redundant churches are also a source of worry 
and expense, but here it may be possible for the Church to 
obtain some measure of relief. On the basis of a report by the 
Central Council, the Church Assembly Committee proposes 
that some 128 churches and ruins of really outstanding merit 
should be handed over to the Ministry of Works to be maintained 
by the Ancient Monuments Board, provided that the Ministry 
will agree to return them to the Church if their re-use becomes 
feasible through changes of population. Secondly, it proposes 
that some 175 buildings of no surviving value should be 
demolished ; the sites would either be sold or left decent, with 
the position of the former church marked. There then remain 
109 buildings unlikely to be good enough for the Ministry to 
accept, but too good for demolition and probably protected 
by building preservation orders under the Town and Country 
Planning Act. For these the Council hopes that alternative 
uses may be found, and recommends an extension of the powers 
of the Union of Benefices Measures to give the same wide 
choice of methods of disposal as was given by the Reorganisation 
Measure, which allows a building to be freely let or sold or 





* The Problem of England’s Historic Churches. London. A. R. Mowbra¥ and 
Co,, Ltd. Price 6s, net. 








842 


moved. It is pointed out, incidentally, that there is a wide- 
spread misunderstanding about the position of the Ministry 
of Works with regard to churches in use ; although lists are 
being made of all ancient or historic buildings in the country, 
including churches, the Ministry at present has no power over 
an ecclesiastical building in use and cannot schedule it, nor 
obtain custody of it, nor contribute to its maintenance. 


The relief obtained by the disposal of redundant churches, 
however, would be small relative to the size of the total problem, 
and it is now being asked whether, in view of the fact that so 
many churches and their contents are objects of historic beauty 
and interest, the State should not help financially towards their 
preservation as it has been decided to do in the case of houses of 
historic and architectural interest. Revenue might also be more 
fully obtained from visitors, many of whom, in the words of this 
Report ‘“ go to church seldom or never for worship, but visit 
churches extensively from interest in their historic beauty.” 
A lead from th2 Church itself on the whole question of preserva- 
tion would be helpful and indeed is long overdue. “This is clear 
from the attitude of the Pilgrim Trust which, having contributed 
no less than £153,000 to the repair of ancient cathedrals and 
churches in a period of fifteen years, decided recently to 
suspend grants to churches, except for the most urgent first-aid 
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repairs, pending the production of a scheme for providing mor 
methodically for the maintenance of these old buildings. 


Although there has been a great improvement in the actyalf- 


methods of repair and conservation since the days of the 
Victorian “ restorers,” all is far from being well ; as the Repor 
says, we hear far too often of repairs costing £500 to £6) 
being done by local builders with no expert supervision. “‘ The 
question now arises whether a new system for repairs could b 
organised, by which the work would be carried out by a staf 
employed by the Church in some centre, on the lines of , 
cathedral staff enlarged, who would be consequently gj 
specialists, with experience of the proper methods of treating 
an old building, and with the right equipment and supervision” 


We have touched on only a few of the subjects dealt with ip 
this most interesting Report, which provides a wealth of varied 
reading matter. In addition to its most interesting feports op 
current work in cathedrals and churches it includes numeroy 
special articles together with sixteen pages of half-tone illustra. 
tions, the whole forming an authoritative handbook on church 
design, furnishing, maintenance, repair and improvement. | 
is a contribution to Festival literature that should be in th 
hands of all who are interested in the preservation of our historic 
cathedrals and churches and their contents. 
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New Horizon 


A POST-WAR development of major im- 

portance is the broadcasting of talks of 
architectural interest. Such frequent bring- 
ing of the subject of architecture before the 
public is certain to have a good effect on 
the, future of the profession, for many of 
the faults in the past in bad design have 
been due to the lack of co-operation between 
the general public (which includes all types 
of clients) and architects. With a more 
general understanding of the problems of 
to-day and a greater interest in architecture 
in general, the layman can be of immeasur- 
able help in the progress of contemporary 
design. 

Another point in this publicising of the 
architecture of to-day will be an undoubted 
increase in the number of entries to the 
profession. A schoolteacher told us recently 
that in the past few years the number of 
children expressing the wish to become 
architects was higher than at any time in 
the past. Until recently the “artistic” 
children usually aspired to become artists in 
a proportion of three~to one against archi- 
tects; now the figure is reversed. Admitted 
that there is a pitfall here, architecture as 
a profession being made up of a great deal 
of hard business; it must yet be conceded 
that an architect with no esthetic sensibility 
is of poor credit to the profession. 


Housing Medals Presented 

THE 1951 awards of housing medals and 
diplomas for the best designed 
authority urban and rural housing estates 
in England and Wales were presented on 
June 7 by the Minister of Local Govern- 
ment and Planning, Mr. Hugh Dalton, the 
ceremony taking place at the Royal Institute 
of British Architects, 66, Portland-place, W.1. 
These annual awards aim to encourage a high 
standard of house design and estate plan- 
ning, and to recognise outstanding examples. 
This year, there were entries from New 
Towns and from housing associations in 
addition to local authorities, details of which 
were given in The Builder of May 4. The 
1951 awards were chosen from 358 schemes 
completed during 1950. 


local 





Good Domestic Architecture 

AN OUTSTANDING FEATURE of these housing 
awards is the dominance of basic traditional 
forms in almost all the work submitted. 
There is no doubt that (notwithstanding 
the urging of industrial designers), domestic 
architecture has now found its balance 
again after the bad dreams of the ‘thirties, 
yet few who know the odd manifestations 
that occurred in the name of architecture 
during that period would have thought that 
such a mental clearance could have been 
achieved in so comparatively short a time. 

Most of the awards for this wholly worth- 
while competition go to sane, well-considered 
architecture, architecture which is not spec- 
tacular or necessarily adventurous, but good 
building informed with taste and reticence. 
Such building, exhibiting sound judgment, 
frankly makes the hysterical outburst of the 
*thirties and ‘the speculative builders’ legacy 
to our country look banal to a degree. 


Harrow Boys’ Visit 

HAVING last year seen work in progress on 
the South Bank site, some of the Harrow 
Schoolboys who last week visited the Old 
Bailey, where Higgs and Hill, Ltd., are 
carrying out a scheme of reconstruction, 
gained an insight into building work of a 
very different kind. Again they were the 
guests of the L.M.B.A. and were welcomed 
by Mr. D. E. Woodbine Parish and Mr. 
Gerald Hill. 


A systematic tour of the site, progressing 
upwards from the boiler house and finishing 
in that part of the building which is in daily 
use, was conducted by the resident architect, 
Mr. D. G. Smith. It involved much 
scrambling up ladders and along scaffolding, 
all of which, it was quite obvious, added 
considerably to the enjoyment and _ total 
success of the afternoon, which is described 
by one of the Harrovians elsewhere in this 
issue. 

The scheme covers the reconstruction to 
the original design of that portion of the 
Old Bailey which was destroyed by enemy 
action. The job will take between four and 
five years to complete. 

At tea the party was joined by the City 
Sheriffs, Major G. J. C. Welch and Mr. 
Percy T. Lovely. 


Practical Work for Students 


BIRMINGHAM architectural students are ty 
help rebuild Coventry—as part of. thei 
training. They will design at first about haf 
a dozen houses, supervise their building ani 
see them through to completion. If tk 
scheme is successful the students will 
given new and bigger contracts by Coventry; 
Housing Committee. 





Chairmanship of Stevenage New Tow 

Mr. HuGH DALTON, Minister of Locd 
Government and Planning has informed Mn 
Monica Felton that he has terminated a 
from June 12 her membership of tk 
Stevenage Development Corporation. Mr 
Felton, who was appointed chairma 
of Stevenage New Town Development Cor 
poration in October, 1949, was chairman 0! 
Peterlee Development Corporation, Count 
Durham, from March, 1948, until he 
appointment at Stevenage. 


In a statement issued on Tuesday, Ms 
Felton (who has recently spoken on he 
visit to Korea as the British delegate on w 
international “ fact-finding commission” ¢ 
the Women’s International Democratic Fe 
eration) said: “The truth about Korea is 
appalling that nothing will silence me. | 
have been dismissed because I have foun 
out the truth... . I went to Korea becaut 
here was a chance to sort out the facts fro 
the propaganda. The simple fact is that: 
whole people and the life they have create 
for themselves are being destroyed with! 
calculated savagery that can only be com 
pared with that of Hitler and the Gestap) 
against the Jews.” 















Oxford Summer School . 2 


AN AMBITIOUS PROGRAMME has _ bet 
planned for the Oxford Summer School i 
Architectural History and Measured Dra¥ 
ing, to be held in Oxford from July 21 # 
August 4 next. Sponsored jointly by 
Berks, Bucks and Oxon Architectural Ass} 
ciation, Oxford City Council and th 
Southern Regional Council for Furth 
Education, the school has obtained the 
of Magdalen College for accommodatids 
and Professor A. E. Richardson, Rw 
F.S.A., F.R.1.B.A., Mr. Martin Brigs 
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Stained-glass window by Gordon 
Webster, depicting industrial power, 
on view at exhibition of traditional 
Scottish crafts, Edinburgh Museum. 


F.R.LB.A., and Mr. A. H. Smith, C.B.E., 
M.A., Warden of New College, are among 
those who will deliver the series of evening 
lectures. 


Oxford would be hard to excel for the 


| purposes of such a school, and the com- 


Mittee have been fortunate in obtaining 
facilities for measuring in respect of every 
building in the city for which permission 
was sought. 


A Reinforced Concrete Harem 


FRANKLY it takes the popular daily Press 
to secure the real plums of architectural 
interest. Headed ‘88 Room Luxury Harem 
will be built by British Firm” the Daily 
Express recently unfolded the story of the 
Emir Abdulla’s dream house at Riyadh, 
capital of Saudi Arabia. : 


A correspondent, in drawing attention to 
this, writes: — 

The harem will have forty bedrooms 
arranged in eight suites; its planissymmetrical 
in the extreme with two enclosed courtyards 
and an impressive columned portico. | The 
materials, which will be shipped from Eng- 
land are .basically reinforced. concrete, and 
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the building will thus represent a drastic 
departure from the traditional mud brick 
and stone of the country. 


One must await the result with interest— 
as harems aren’t built, they just grow; it 
will be worth seeing how the necessary 
Islamic decoration and atmosphere will be 
grafted on to the reinforced structure. This 
surely is the one instance where the architec- 
tural purist must take a back seat! 


York Assembly Room Restored 


York Assembly Room, recognised as the 
masterpiece of its designer, Lord Burlington, 
and one of the finest classical rooms in 
Europe, has re-emerged, after wartime use as 
a food office, in its old splendour after being 
restored and refurnished, under the direction 
of Mr. Arthur Boys, at a cost of £30,000. It is 
appropriate that the Assembly Rooms (which 
were built in 1730) have been completed in 
time for the York Festival. 


1.Q.S. Festival Exhibition 


THE Institute of Quantity Surveyors are 
to be congratulated upon their excellent 
small exhibition of books, maps, prints, 
engravings and various documents which they 
have staged at their headquarters, 98, 
Gloucester-place, W.1, in connection -with the 
Festival of Britain. The collection of old 


maps, mostly of the London area, indicates 


dramatically the enormous growth of the 
capital in the past two centuries, and a 
reference to those of the pre-railway era 
shows how much we have come to rely, if 
only subconsciously, upon the network of 
railways for fixing the exact location of 
particular objects. 

A number of familiar faces are seen 
among the collection of old books and 
periodicals. There are “Spon’s Architects’, 
Builders’ and Contractors’ Pocket Book of 
Prices and Memoranda” for 1879 and 
1887, recognisably the same as to-day, a 
copy of “The Illustrated Carpenter and 
Builder ” of 1889, and a bound copy of all 
the plates appearing in The Builder from 
September 1880 to June 1881—“ being good 
examples of photo-lithography as used in 
periodicals in the late nineteenth century.” 
Of unusual interest is a facsimile of the first 
edition of “ The First and Chief Groundes 
of Architecture,” by John Shute, painter and 
archytecte, first printed in 1563. 


The exhibition remains open until Sep- 
tember 29, and admission is by catalogue 
only, obtainable from the I.Q.S. at the above 
address. 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1851 
Saturday, June 14, 1851. 


THe GREAT ExHIBITION.—Nothing has yet 
occurred to mar the success of the under- 
taking, and it may now be reasonably expec- 
ted that nothing will occur. On Whit Mon- 
day large crowds filled every portion of the 
building. . . . Yet all went orderly and well; 
very little inconvenience was felt, except at 
a few of the popular points, such as the 
great diamond, the Queen of Spain’s jewels 
and the Austrian sculpture-room. The 
Queen and Prince Albert continue their visits, 
and, if we are not mistaken, will know more 
about the Exhibition before the end of it 
than any other persons. We have on more 
than one occasion had the opportunity of 
admiring the earnest and systematic manner 
in which our Sovereign and her illustrious 
consort have pursued their examination of 
the various works submitted to them... . 
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BIRTHDAY HONOURS 


Mr. GERALD R._ Barry, Director- 
General, Festival of Britain, and Mr. Davip 
ANDERSON, LL.D., M.Inst.C.E., senior part- 
ner, Mott, Hay and Anderson, received 
knighthoods when the King’s Birthday 
Honours List was published on June 7. 

Other honours conferred upon members 
of the building professions and industry and 
others are as follows :— 

G.B.E.—The Earl of Crawford and Bal- 
carres. 

C.B.E.—C. H. Aslin, F.R.I.B.A., County 
Architect for Hertfordshire; G. F. Earle, 
chairman ‘and a managing director, Asso- 
ciated Portland Cement Manufacturers, Ltd.; 
R. T. Kennedy, A.R.I.B.A., Chief Planning 
Officer, Ministry of Local Government and 
Planning; J. Lavers, Keeper of the Depart- 
ments of Engraving, Illustration and Design 
and of Paintings, Victoria and Albert 
Museum; W. D. Marshall, Regional Director, 
Manchester, Ministry of Works; T. W. Sharp, 
D.Litt., President of the Institute of Land- 
scape Architecture. 

O.B.E. — Robert Atkinson, F.R.I.B.A.: 
G. S. Barry, F-R.1.C.S., County Surveyor of 
Ayrshire; G. G. Clark, Director of Planning, 
Devon County Council; H. Clarke, Assistant 
Regional Director, South Region, Ministry of 
Works; W. Cotter, Member of the General 
Council, National Federation of Building 
Trades Operatives; E. C. C. Hamblin, Prin- 
cipal Regional Officer, Leeds, Ministry of 
Local Government and Planning; P. L. 
Hughes, Regional Controller, North-Western 
Region, Ministry of Local Government and 
Planning; H. Jones, Principal, Central Land 
Board and War Damage Commission; H. R. 
Lupton, M.C., M.Inst.C.E., M.I.Mech.E., 
lately Mechanical Engineer, Metropolitan 
Water Board. 

M.B.E.—F. Moorhouse Dean, A.R.I.B.A., 
Senior Architect, Ministry of Works: D. E. 
Edwards, Engineer and Surveyor to Wrex- 
ham Rural District Council; M. Feaks, 
Woods Manager, Moray Estates Develop- 
ment Company, Ltd.; A. C. *Franklin, 
M.I.Mech.E., Chief Engineer, Worthington- 
Simpson, Ltd., Newark, Nottinghamshire; 
John E. Gerard, Regional Chief Clerk of 
Works, Ministry of Works; A. Gill, General 
Secretary, National Society of Street Masons, 
Paviors and Road Makers; H. Green, Works 
Services Planning Officer, Headquarters, 
Western Command, War Office; W. Hogarth, 
J.P., Director, North-Western Federation of 
Building Trades Employers; W. S. Hudson, 
A.M.I.Mech.E., Regional Fuel Engineer, 
Ministry of Fuel and Power; J. T. Johnson, 
Senior Divisional Planning Officer, Lanca- 
shire County Council; M. E. Merrylees, 
General Secretary, National Federation of 
Housing Societies; E. J Reed, 
A.M. Inst.C.E., Senior Resident Engineer, 
Civil Engineer’s Department, Railway Execu- 
tive (Southern Region); Soper, 
A.R.L.B.A.., Senior Assessor-in-Charge. 
Coventry Technical Centre, Central Land 
Board and War Damage Commission; C. R. 
Stuart, Senior Executive Officer, Ministry of 
Local Government and Planning. 

B.E.M.—L. Wright, assistant 
bricklayer. 
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Professional Announcements 


Mr. MARTIN SHEFFIELD, F.R.I.C.S., has taken Mr. W. 
Davip Bristow, A.R.LC.S., into partnership. The 
practice will be known as MArTIN SHEFFIELD AND 
Bristow, chartered quantity surveyors, and will continue 
at 29, Sackville-street, Piccadilly, W.1. Tel.: Grosvenor 
5987-8. 

Consequent upon the death of Mr. HAROLD Ripout, 
F.R.I.C.S., Mr. SEYMouR C. WELLS, F.R.I.C.S., partner 
of the firm of HAROLD RIDOUT AND PARTNER, chartered 
quantity surveyors, announces that the practice will 
continue as hitherto under the same name at the same 
address : Regency House, 1/4 Warwick-street, Regeunt- 
street, W.1. 
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‘* Pegasus and Bellerophon,” scale model for aluminium by Maurice Lambert, A.R.A. 
and (right) ‘“‘ The Pedestrian,” model for cast tron, by Siegfried Charoux, A.R.A. 


SCULPTURE AT THE ROYAL ACADEMY, 1951 


Reviewed}By Marjorie Morrison 


T is always instructive to begin with a 

look at the title page of the Royal 
Academy catalogue to see if someone has 
found an inspiring quotation to give us 
courage to start on the grand tour. On this 
one hundred and eighty third occasion Oscar 
Wilde is chosen, saying—‘All art is quite 
useless.” Well, most of us ‘would subscribe 
to that sentiment, perhaps adding “ and thank 
God for that.” We can well forgo useful- 
ness but we must have instead these reactions 
of excitement, surprise and delight that can- 
not be guaranteed by paying our two shillings 
at the door. Sad to relate there is little to 
be seen among this year’s sculpture to evoke 
much reaction at all. It is only fair, how- 
ever, to say that there is a reason for this 
state of affairs. In this year of grace London 
‘thas almost a surfeit of sculpture on view— 
sculpture to south of us, to west of us, sculp- 
ture in the Tate, and in many small exhibi- 
tions. Certainly the South Bank Festival and 
the open-air display at Battersea, not to 
mention the Henry Moore and Marino 
Marini exhibitions, must have affected this 
year’s Academy entries. To take an instance, 
Frank Dobsun is not represented at all in 
the Academy except by some charming 
animal drawings. Again, differences in the 
method of display at Burlington House have 
not helped. There is no special room for 
sculpture and the exhibits are spread about 
the various rooms in a rather bitty way, the 
pictures forming too insistent a background. 


WELLBRED DULLNESS 

As far as sculpture is concerned the general 
impression is one of smallness, of wellbred 
dullness but high professional ability. How- 
ever, there are enough exceptions for the 
‘conscientious seeker to find a great deal to 
enjoy, and the first bad impression rather 
melts away. 


In this matter of scale, Siegfried Charoux’s 
monumental figure, which dominates the 
Lecture Room, is the big exception. A 
model for cast iron, it is called “ The Pedes- 


trian” but one would certainly not like to 
meet this type in a lonely street at night. A 
nastier looking gangster never packed a gun, 
and the Royal Academy should never have 
encouraged him to pass its respectable 
portals. But as our real concern is not with 
the moral character of statues, may we take 
exception to the Charoux colossus on the 
grounds that there is not 
sufficient content in the 
work to justify the scale. 
He has neither endowed 
his figure with life nor 
created a type. Among 
the other sizeable works 
we notice the standing 
figure in Caen stone by 
Karin Jonzen. This 
sincere artist has 
achieved here a quiet 
and distinguished 
triumph. We would like 
to see this figure at Bat- 
tersea with a background 
of trees. In the same 
room “New Life ”—a 
group of mother and 
child by Charles Wheeler 
—has a solid architec- 
tural quality which shows 
him to be a_ master 
craftsman, though in this 
case rather uninspired. 
It is difficult to classify 
the work this year but 
Composition is a useful 
heading. In this cate- 
gory the most interesting 
works are Maurice Lam- 
bert’s “Pegasus and 
Bellerophon” and 
“Arbor Vite,” both scale 


Statuette in terra - cotta, 
“The Three Graces,” by 
Audrey Blackman. 
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models for aluminium. These two grony 
have a quicksilver colour and quality, thj 
and angular, fluid, light and aspiring—tha 
have a modern feeling that suits the moden 
material. Here we have an imagination ; 
work whipped up by a very youthful vitality 

Portraiture, in which the Academ 
Exhibition is always very rich, is the ney 
category. In the absence of Dora Gordin'! 
who is not represented* at all, we turn j 
that interesting Glasgow sculptor, Benj) 





Schotz. Both the portraits that he shows~ 
Professor Carl Browning and the Lord Boy; 
Orr—are excellent. He has been lucky jy 
having two such characterful models, anj 
he has managed to avoid in both cases th 
formal portrait, which can be so dull. Th 
combination of good character, strong treat 
ment of form and attractive surface textur 
puts these two exhibits very high up in, 
class where there is a great deal of vey 
accomplished work. 

Last year many of the critics noted th 
increased use of terra-cotta as a medium fo 
sculpture, and we are glad to see that i 
remains in favour as its colour and textur 
add a warmth we often long for after y 
much stone, marble and bronze. There ar 
some charming examples in this medium, and 
it is difficult to single one out, but we choos 
“Our Father.” by Marjorie Meggitt, becaus 
it is fairly important in scale and delightful 
in treatment. This is the figure of a litte 
pig-tailed girl kneeling at her prayers. There 
is no trace of the sentimentality which the 
subject suggests, but the work has an 
em@tional quality; the figure is modelled with 
the utmost simplicity and the remoteness of 
the child’s expression is very moving. 


Of birds, beasts and fishes there is a full 
quota, including mongoose, hedgehog, arma- 
dillo, drake and “ Griselda,” the tame goose, 
but John Skeaping’s large fish, called “* River 
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Head, ‘‘ The Lord Boyd Orr.’ 
By Benno Schotz, R.S.A. 


Bed,” is the one we remember. Made of 
Honduras mahogany, it is so simplified that 
it is the very essence of fish. 


We go now to the very small and very 
exquisite; it stands as a centrepiece on the 


‘top shelf of what the catalogue calls The 


Show Case, and could very easily be passed 
by. It is called “The Three Graces,” by 
Audrey Blackman, and is like a perfect three- 
stanza lyric, quite complete and satisfying 
within its own small compass and often say- 
ing more than the long pretentious poem. In 
terra-cotta, the three little figures are inter- 
twined with arms and draperies resolved into 
a perfect design. Beautifully modelled, the 
figures are simplified to that point where all 
fussiness disappears. Part of the charm of 
this little group lies in the applied surface 
colours, earth reds and browns on the basic 
natural creamy white. A. little pattern is 
even applied on the edges of the draperies, 
but with what admirable self-restraint this 
artist has known when to stop. 


On having a last look round to see if we 
have missed anything, we are struck again 
by a very old work of Sir William Reid 
Dick’s—‘ Silence.” It stands up surprisingly 
well to Charoux’s colossus. Could it have 
teally been in the Royal Academy of 1914? 


COMING EVENTS 
Friday, June 15 

SouTHERN COUNTIES COUNCIL OF BUILDERS’ FOREMEN 
AND CLERKS OF WorkS.—Ordinary meeting. 82, New 
Cavendish-street, S.W.1. 11 a.m. 

Monday, June 18 

ASSOCIATION OF RURAL DistRicT CCUNCIL SURVEYORS. 
—Opening of two-day annual conference. Bicken Hall 
Hotel, Edgar-road, Cliftonville, Margate. 

British“ STANDARDS  INSTITUTION.—Opening by 
President of the Board of Trade of exhibition to celebrate 
golden jubilee of British Standards moveraent. Science 
Museum, South Kensington. 11.30 a.m. 

Tuesday, June 19 

R.L.B.A.—Council election results; also “ The 
Architectural Significance of 1851,” by Mr. R. Furneaux 
Jordan, F.R.I.B.A., 66, Portland-place, W.1. 6 p.m. 

BritisH ROAD FEDERATION.—Luncheon. Dorchester 
Hotel, W.1. 1 p.m. 

Thursday, June 21 

Society FOR CULTURAL RELATIONS WITH THE U.S.S.R. 
—“Soviet Science in Action, 1951,’’ by Professor J. D. 
Bernal, F.R.S. Beaver Hall, Garlick-hill, E.C.4. 7.30 p.m. 

Friday, June 22 

M.O.W.—Opening by Mr. George Brown, Minister 
of Works, of ‘“* Modern Building Exhibition.”’ Little 
Roodee, Chester. 3 p.m. (Public will be admitted from 
10.30 a.m. daily.) Continuing until June 30. 
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PROGRESS ON THE NEW TOWNS 


1.—HEMEL HEMPSTEAD. 


ITH three hundred and _ forty-four 
houses completed by the beginning 
of May, Hemel Hempstead is well in the 
lead in housing progress in comparison with 
the other eleven New Towns that have been 
designated since the war under the New 
Towns Act in England and Wales. By the 
same date all the New ‘Towns together 
(including Hemel Hempstead) had completed 
1,158 new houses, and Harlow, with 237 
houses completed, was Hemel Hempstead’s 
nearest rival. 

The Hemel Hempstead New Town is 
divided into eight neighbourhood units, and 
new work to date has been concentrated in 
one of these, the Adeyfield area. This 
neighbourhood will ultimately have a popula- 
tion in the region of 11,400, and is the 
second largest of the units. In the Adeyfield 
neighbourhood, work has now reached the 
point when it is possible, from a tour of the 
area, to form a good impression of the ultimate 
appearance of this section of the new town. 

In addition to leading in the number of 
new houses completed, Hemel Hempstead 
can claim one factory, of 16,000 sq. ft., built 
and in production, another'moved from the 
old town centre to reconditioned buildings, 
and two more, of an aggregate area of 220,000 
sq. ft., under construction in the Adeyfield 
industrial area. It is estimated that these 
four factories will alone employ 1,700 people 
between them, and many other applications 
for factories have been received from indus- 
trialists interested in light industry. 

Work in the Adeyfield neighbourhood 
centre is also well under way. Here the 
structural work on a terrace of 14 shops is 
practically complete, and the shops are likely 
to be opened at the end of June or early July. 
The fronts of these shops are provided with 
a reinforced concrete projecting canopy to 
protect shoppers from the weather, and there 
are two-storey flats on the two upper storeys. 
These flats, which are not necessarily tied to 
the shops beneath them, are to all intents 


[From our own Correspondent.] 





and purposes houses which have been built 
on the flat reinforced concrete roofs of the 
shops below. Access is by means of enclosed 
staircases at each end of the block, the shop 
roof forming the access ‘“‘ road ”’ at the rear 
of the flats, an arrangement that is a definite 
improvement on the precipitous individual 
outdoor stairways often provided. 

Nine shops and a sub-post office are about 
to be started, and authority has been obtained 
for the erection of a public house. 

TWO SCHOOLS COMPLETED 

Two completed primary schools and a 
secondary modern school in the course of 
construction add to the sense that here, at 
last, is a new town in fact, and not just on 
paper. On the question of school building, 
the Hertfordshire County Council have 
co-operated with the Development Corpora- 
tion to the full, which has eased the growing 
pains of the new town in the matter of educa- 
tion. Allowance had to be made for the fact 
that the population moving to a new town is a 
growing one, and the great majority of 
children are under 11. In consequence, 
primary school accommodation is the greatest 
need, and additional play spaces are being 
planned. 

That Hemel Hempstead had a large nucleus 
of existing population (22,000; the proposed 
population is 60,000) and was thus already a 
sizeable town when the Development Cor- 
poration was formed, has had both advantages 
and disadvantages in the progress of the new 
town. Up to now, to judge by the very 
considerable progress made since the laying of 
the foundation stone of the first house in 
the Adeyfield area in April, 1949, the balance 
would appear to have been in favour of the 
new town. 


The prevalent idea in the mind of the public 
that new town development corporations are, 
by their nature, ruthless juggernauts where 
existing interests are concerned, dies slowly, 
but the care taken by the Hemel Hempstead 
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An aerial view of the Adeyfield estate showing the old town in the background. 


Development Corporation to marry the old 


with the new as painlessly as possible should 
go far to remove groundless fears. Despite 
the hotch-potch of existing development in 
the Adeyfield area, only one house—and that, 
an old cottage devoid of artistic charm or 
modern amenities—is to be demolished. 
Land already developed is only compulsorily 
purchased where it is essential to carry out 
, and it is the Development 

to leave the large majority 

‘ xisting inhabitants in happy possession 
of their freehold rights. Nevertheles i 
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clearly visible on the right. 


appreciated that some must, and will, suffer 
who live where new towns are to be built. 


TYPES OF HOUSES 

At Adeyfield the Development Corporati 
is at present building three grades of housing : 
Grade 1, 3-bedroom houses, rent, 32s, 6d. 
per week, inclusive; Grade II, 3-bedroom, 
rent, 38s: ; and Grade III houses of 3- and 
4-bedroom type, the former letting at {115 to 
£140 per annum, and the latter £125 to £150 
per annum, inclusive. Plans are also being 
prepared for Grade IV and V houses, to sell 


Longlands-road, the main road of the estate, is 


on 99 year leases at prices ranging from 
£3,000 to £5,500. 

The Corporation are seeking to balar 
accommodation of all types, when the town is 
complete, by building 40 per cent. of the 
housing in the form of 1- and 2-bedroom 
dwellings (houses and flats) ; and 50 per cent. 
3-bedroom (of which 10 per cent. are con- 
vertible to 4-bedroom) and 10 per cent. 
4-bedroom uses. About a quarter of 
the 1- and 2-bedroom dwellings are flats. 

Vigorous and _ encouragingly successful 
attempts have been made to av the mono- 
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that all too often is apparent in large housing 
schemes. Existing trees have been preserved with great 
care, and—a touchas delightful as unusual—even sections of 
the old field hedgerows have in some cases been retained 
Variety in housing has been obtained in various ways, 
such as the employment of different designs and layouts, 
and by the imaginative use of a wide range of facing bricks 
Different blocks and groups of houses and flats appear in 
National Coal Board heath browns, London Brick Co’s. 
rustics, Saxon lights and kiln stocks, Marston Valley’s 
autumn tints or Erith’s dark brown sand-faced Flettons, 
and other types of bricks, which produce a most pleasing 
impression when moving round the estate. Different 
types of tiles are also employed with the same purpose. A 
tree planting scheme is under way. 

The scale of development in the new towns offers obvious 
advantages for experiments in many small ways. Thus, at 
Hemel Hempstead, kitchen taps, which project well out 
over the middle of the sink, and units combining in one 
strip of metal, door-lock, knocker and letterbox have been 
especially made to the design of the architects’ department. 
Other experiments show themselves in the trellised brick- 
work screens provided between the blocks of flats, which 
have proved most effective for combining the functions of 
concealing unsightly washing from view, and, at the same 
time, allowing the wind free movement to dry the clothes. 

In addition to the houses already constructed, the 
Development Corporation had (at the beginning of May) 
560 houses under construction, a further 143 under 
contract but not yet started, and 315 about to go to 
tender. To ensure a steady flow of completed houses, 
careful attention js pa‘d to the letting of contracts one under 
the other in lots of about 100 houses ; by avoiding very 
large contracts the completion of any one contract does 
not mean a serious break, with its attendant labour and 


tony 


other difficulties, in the number of dwellings under con- 
struction at any one time. 
The Development Corporation have planned their 


housing production for the whole of the new town in 





and the last main housing contract will be let in 
1959. This plan involves a housing production of 1,000 
per year. Houses already in the “ pipe line ” of production 
should ensure that 700-800 dwellings will be completed 
by the end of this year. 

Road and sewer work on Bennetts End and Apsley, 
the second and third neighbourhoods, has started, and 
construction of 430 dwellings in this area will have begun 
before the end of the year. 

Water supply requirements for the new town have been 
assessed. A well has been sunk, and trial pumping has 
indicated that ample water is available. The Her +l 
Hempstead Borough Council, the local water undertakeis, 
are building a 3,000,000 gallon reservoir as part of the 
scheme and a water tower is to be provided. 

Foul sewerage is being dealt with at the Borough 
Council’s disposal plant until the main trunk sewer, being 
constructed by the Colne Valley Sewerage Board, reaches 
the new town from Rickmansworth. 


detail, 


Surface water is one of the new town’s principal engineer- 
ing difficulties because of the steepness of slopes on the 
site. The scheme for the town includes a 
balancing tanks to hold the flow of storm water. 

No description of the progress being made at Hemel 
Hempstead would be complete without a reference to the 


enthusiasm displayed by all taking part in the building of 


the new town. This spirit extends right down to the men 
on the job, and no doubt helps to explain why, at Hemel 
Hempstead, labour disputes have been kept toa minimum. 


staff of the Hemel 


The following is a list of the architectural E 
Architect, H. Kellet 


Hempstead ee Corporation: Chief 
Ablett, F.R.1.B.A., M.T.P.I.; Assistant Chief Architect, P. Raymond 
Bee, A.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.I. : ——— Assistants, H. Schofield, 
A.R.I.B.A., and H. Hamilton, A.R.I i Senior Assistants, A. 
Payne, L R. I.B.A., M. cywe ARIBAY A. Hodgson, A.R.I.B.A., 
and H. A. Hunt, A.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.1 

Contractors engaged by the Corporation include the Circle Construc- 
tion Co., Wembley; Jesse Meade, Ltd., Chesham; George Wimpey, 
: td., Hammersmith ; Goodwin and Son; Miskins, Ltd., St. Albans ; 

Jackson, Ickenham; Constantine and Co., Ltd., Berkhamsted ; 
I. ‘Je arvis and Son, Ltd., London. 


‘Sierra 


One- and two-bedroom flats on the Adeyfield estate. 
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Type ‘‘ A” three-bedroom semi-detached houses 
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General view of garden. 


Below: Plan 


F. Ff. FORTY, B.Sc 


ST. PAUL’S GARDEN AND INFORMATION BUREAU 
RICHARDSON & HOUFE, R.A., FF.R.1.B.A., ARCHITECTS 


M_Inst.C.E., F.R.San.I., M.I.Mun.E., CITY ENGINEER 
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HE garden to the east of St. 
Paul’s, which stands on 
the site of the ancient Roman 
Watling-street, was opened by 
the Lord Mavor of London on 
May 9. This garden, which is 
intended to be permanent, oifers 
a view of St. Paul’s Cathedral 
hitherto unknown. The garden 
has been designed to suit the 
City and is not to be confused 
with those which have been made 
within ruins. 


Broad terraced walks protect 
the sunken part of the garden 
from the effects of dust and dirt. 
The west end of the garden has 
been formed in Roman fashion 
with a rostrum. The site of Old 
Change has been perpetuated by 
a walk with a raised platform of 
circular type to the west, and a 
pool to the east. This pool has 
been placed to mirror the lantern 
of the dome of St. Paul’s in the 
water, but to see this reflection 
it is necessary to descend to the 
level of the lawn, which is for- 
bidden to the public. 

The two fountains, the three 
bronze lions’ heads and _ spray 
pipe are all operated from one 


Right: Detail of pool. 





Below: Exterior of 
Information Centre. 
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centrifugal pump with 3 h.p. electric 
motor, delivering approximately 10,000 
gallons of water per hour. Control 
valves are fitted to regulate the height 
of the fountain jets. 

The oak seats and the tubs for the trees 
have been specially designed to suit the 
formal character of the garden. The lion 
masks to the fountains were modelled 
by Mr. David Evans, F.R.B.S., Rome 
Scholar, and the carving to the wall at the 
back of the fountains was carried out 
by Mr. Phillip Bentham, F.R.B.S. 

The Portland and York stone was 
supplied by the Art Marbles, Stone and 
Mosaic Co., Ltd. The masts on the 
circular portion of the site are intended 
for the Festival only. Later on the 
rostrum will be embellished by a ring 
of rhododendrons in tubs. 

Visitors should note the siting of the 
garden which, viewed from the east, is 
central with the circular portico to the 
south transept of St. Paul’s. This siting 
was considered important to _ focus 








attention on the south portico of St. Iaterior of Information Bureau. 
Paul’s. ‘ 

The Information Bureau, which is a distance, a kind of miniature circular obtained of all exhibitions to be 
intended to stand on the site for the next building respectful to the distant Dome held in the City during the 
five years, has been placed discreetly at of Discovery. Here details can be Festival. 

The general contractors for the 
~ garden were Messrs. Fitzpatrick 
and Co., Ltd., and the lions‘ 


masks were executed by Mr. 
David Evans, F.R.B.S. 

The sub-contractors were: 
Portland stonework, Art Marbles, 
Stone and Mosaic Co., Ltd. ; 
paving, South Western StoneCo.: 
seats and tubs, J. P. White and 
Son, Ltd. ; circular seating, D. 
Burkle and Sons, Ltd. ; trees 
and planting, A. Luff and Son ; 
lawn, Sutton and Sons, Ltd. ; 
lead lining to pool, Stoner and 
Saunders, Ltd. ; pumping mech- 
anism for fountains, Jobson and 
Beckwith, Ltd. 

The main contractors for the 
Information Bureau were Messrs. 
Holliday and Greenwood, Ltd., 
and the electrical consultants 
were Messrs. Troughton and 
Young, Ltd. The sub-contractors 
were :— Windows and lantern, 
Monk Metal Windows, Ltd. ; 
multigon doors, Jayanbee Joinery, 
Ltd. ; roof covering, Ruberoid, 
Ltd. ; floor tiling, Noelite. Ltd. ; 
plaster plaques, Eaton Contrac- 
tors and painted by Miss Heather 
Child. 
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AND INFORMATION 
CENTRE. 





Plan and section of 
Information Bureau. 
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View of bow end with main entrance and fagade to Quay-street. 


ELECTRICITY HOUSE, COLSTON AVENUE, BRISTOL 


SIR GILES GILBERT SCOTT & SON, ARCHITECTS 


THs building was originally désigned for the 

Bristol Electricity Corporation and the founda- 
tions for the building were commenced in 1937. 
At the outbreak of hostilities in September, 1939, 
the shell was three-quarters up and eventually the 
shell was finished and the building made water- 
tight and taken over for Government use early in 
the war. As the building was planned to give clear 
floor areas on all floors, to be divided up by mov- 
able partitions according to the client’s requirements, 
no partitions were at this date in position. 


The building was de-requisitioned in 1947, and 
was taken over by the South-Western Electricity 
Board as their new headquarters and is serving much 
the same purpose as originally intended, viz., 
offices on all the upper floors and showrooms on the 
ground floor and part of the basement. 


The finishings throughout were cut down con- 
siderably from what was originally anticipated. The 
joinery was all of Australian walnut with the excep- 
tion of the showroom finishings which were in 
mansonia. The floor coverings are generally 
Rhodesian teak wood blocks, but Austrian oak has 
been used in the showrooms. The showroom dado, 
and linings, etc., to the show windows at the circular 


end, are in Ancaster stone, and the lower part of the 
main staircase in the entrance hall is in brown 
Travertine. The exterior of the building is in 
Portland stone. 

The general contractors were Messrs. William 
Cowlin and Son, Ltd., of Bristol, and the principal 
sub-contractors were as follows : 

Steel, John Lysaght ; concrete floors, etc., Concrete, 
Ltd. ; heating, ventilation, water services, lighting, etc., 
G. N. Haden and Sons, Ltd. ; metal windows, Gardiner 
Sons and Co., Ltd. ; lifts, Pickerings, Ltd., Express Lift 
Co., Ltd. ; sewage pumps, Ralph E. Smart ; roof lights, 
J. A. King and Co., Ltd. ; sanitary fittings, Leeds Fireclay 
Co., Ltd.; asphalt, Western Trinidad Lake Asphalte 
Co. ; show windows, George Parnall and Co., Ltd. ; 
balustrading to stairs, lift doors, roller shutters, collapsible 
gates, spiral stair, Potter Rax, Ltd. ; lightning conductors, 
J. W. Gray and Son, Ltd. ; piling, Pressure Piling Co., 
Ltd. ; bricks, R. Y. Ames. 

Bronze entrance doors, H. H. Martyn and Co., Ltd. ; 
suspended ceilings, Hyrib Sales, Ltd.; Ancaster stonework, 
Walter W. Jenkins and Co., Ltd., J. Whitehead and Son, 
Ltd. ; ironmongery, James Gibbons, Ltd. ; Bimol parti- 
tion blocks, Refractulation, Ltd. ; sign lettering, show- 
cases, and information desk, Fredk. Sage and Co., Ltd. ; 
terrazzo to lavatories and staircases, Marble Mosaic Co., 
Ltd. ; floor tiling, Semtex, Ltd. ; linoleum, Protheroe and 
McNab ; wood block flooring, Acme Flooring Co., Ltd. ; 
Travertine steps and paving, J. Whitehead and Sons, Ltd. ; 
and electric light fittings, General Electric Co. 
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Second-floor plan. 








Ground-floor plan. 
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Fagade to Rupert-street 























One of the two large windows adjacent 
to the main entrance. 
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Main entrance hall showing display cases. Below: View of Service Centre showing continuous trough fluorescent lighting 
interspersed with tungsten spotlights. 
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ELECTRICITY HOUSE 
COLSTON AVENUE, 
BRISTOL, GLOUCS. 
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View of display stand at rear of demor- 
stration theatre and showing the theatre’s 
anodised aluminium ventilator. 








The inquiry bureau. 











View from the entrance to the Exhibition of Exhibitions showing 
The two wallpapers used for 
the decoration of the panel are of similar design to papers shown in 
In the background can be 
seen the modern display technique adopted by the designer, Mr. 
Hulme Chadwick, to contrast appropriately with the exhibition room’s 
famous series of eighteenth-century Barry paintings. 

of two floor levels is another attractive feature in the layout. 


the illuminated introductory panel. 


the Society of Arts Exhibition of 1849. 


AN EXHIBITION 


THE BUILDER 


The provision 


OF EXHIBITIONS 


A Unique Commemoration 


an exhibition of exhibitions there 


FOR 

could hardly be a more appropriate 
setting than the rooms of the Royal Society 
of Arts, for the R.S.A., besides initiating the 


first international exhibition, has been re- 
sponsible for other important pioneer exhi- 
bitions. The display now to be seen at John 
Adam-street commemorates, by models and 
original exhibits, five pioneer exhibitions 
organised by the Society, the first three of 
which were predominantly artistic and the 
last two mainly industrial in character. 


The exhibits include, for example, one of 
the four paintings which, by being exhibited 
at the Society of Arts in 1760, first made 
Reynolds famous; an original photograph by 
Fox Talbot, the inventor of photography; a 
group of scale models of early industrial and 
agricultural machinery; a statuette of Hiram 
Power’s “ Greek Slave,” the original of which 
caused such a sensation at the Great Exhibi- 
tion; and one outstanding object—a large 
gilt centre-piece (lent to the present exhibi- 
tion by H.M. The King), which was designed 
by Prince Albert and loaned to the Society’s 
exhibition of design in 1849 by Queen 
Victoria. Close to the centre-piece are shown 
the original minutes of the meeting at 


Buckingham Palace in June, 1849, when 
Prince Albert, then president of the Society 
of Arts, and other members of the Society 
drew up the main principles on which the 
Great Exhibition was to be organised. Sub- 
stantial parts of these minutes are in the 
Prince’s own handwriting. 

Further in connection with the Great Exhi- 
bition is a model of a small block of four 
workers’ flats, designed by Prince Albert, 
which was first erected on a site now occupied 
by the western end of the Knightsbridge 
Barracks and subsequently re-erected at 
Kennington Park, where it still stands. 


WORK OF THE SOCIETY 

Just as the Society’s early exhibitions of 
design a century ago established a wide- 
spread movement for the improvement of 
the design of British manufactured goods, 
so the exhibition of British Art in Industry, 
which it held in 1935 at Burlington House, 
in association with the Royal Academy — 
the first important British exhibition of 
design in recent times—was the start of a 
nation-wide movement resulting in, among 
other things, the establishment of the Coun- 
cil for Art and Industry, and its successor, 


Another view of the current exhibition. 
symbolises the 1851 Great Exhibition building, the Crysta! Palace, 
which enclosed within the arched roof of its transept some of the 
elm trees of Hyde Park. 
this structure are etched designs representing the four main sections 
into which the exhibits were grouped: raw materials, machinery, 
manufactured goods and the plastic arts. 

etched by Miss Granville Barker.) 
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The tall metal structure 
On the four glass panels to the left of 


(Panels designed and 


the Council of Industrial Design, and the 
Faculty of Royal Designers for Industry. 
By taking the place of the Royal Academy's 
“Winter Exhibition ” of masterpieces of art, 
this exhibition emphasised the importance 
of industrial design as a branch of art; it 
also stressed the need to enhance the prestige 
of British design at a time when foreign 
countries held sway, and the importance of 
associating the designer’s name _ with his 
work. 

The story of the Exhibition of Exhibitions 
is, however, not confined to past history. 
It is concerned with living traditions which 
are operative to-day, and the display also 
includes, therefore, representations of recent 
exhibitions such as the Royal Society of 
Arts Exhibition of British Art in Industry 
(1935)}—the modern pioneer of design exhibi- 
tions in this country—and “ Britain Can 
Make It” (1946), while the final item in the 
display is a series of photographs showing 
the development of international exhibitions 
in the last century. 

The same feeling for a link between past 
and present underlies the presentation of the 
exhibition, for in piquant contrast with the 
elegant Georgian setting of the exhibition 
room and its famous series of eighteenth 
century Barry paintings, the display tech 
nique has been designed in a thorough-going 
contemporary idiom by Mr. Hulme 
Chadwick. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
A Belfast Building 


To THE Eprror oF The Builder 

IR,—I regret that, by a clerical error, the 
design of Buildings of the Scottish 
Provident Institution in Donegall Square, 
Belfast, erected about 1900, was wrongly 
attributed in my recent article on “Archi- 
tecture in Belfast” (p. 727 of The Builder 
of May 25) to Messrs. Young and Hall— 
they were, in fact, designed by Messrs. 

Young and Mackenzie, of Belfast. 

MARTIN BRIGGS. 


Edmonten Council and Compulsory 
Trade Union Membership 
To THE Eprror oF The Builder 
IR,—I give below a copy of. a letter sent 
to the Clerk of the Edmonton Borough 
Council, which my council have requested 
me to forward to you for information and 
se. : 
: J. H. W. TuRNER, 
Hon. Sec., Engineers’ Guild, Ltd. 
Abbey House, 
2, Victoria-street, S.W.1. 


(COPY) 
The Clerk, 
Borough Council of Edmonton, 
Town Hall, Edmonton, N.9. 
June 1, 1951. 

Sir, I am directed by my council to refer 
to the conditions of appointment which re- 
late to the appointment of borough engineer 
and surveyor to the Borough of Edmonton. 
One of these conditions reads as follows: 

The person appointed shall during the 

term of his employment by the council be 

and continue to be a member of a trade 

union affiliated to or specified by the 

Trades Union Congress or eligible for 

affiliation to the T.U.C. Failure to comply 

with this condition renders any employee 

liable to instant dismissal. 

The imposition upon professional engineers 
of compulsory trade union membership as a 
condition of employment has been the sub- 


ject of careful consideratién by my council, , 


who have, as a result, published the follow- 
ing declaration of policy: 

The Engineers’ Guild, Limited, an asso- 
ciation of chartered, civil, mechanical and 
electrical engineers, considers that to re- 
quire, as a condition of employment, that 
professional engineers be members of a 
trade union or any other organisation, 
apart from such as are recognised as con- 
ferring an appropriate professional quali- 


fication, constitutes an unwarrantable in- . 


terference with their professional and 

personal freedom, and is contrary to the 

interests both of the engineering profession 
and of the pubiic which it serves. Any 

_ attempt to impose such a condition of 
employment on members of the engineer- 
ing profession will be resisted by the Guild 
by every means which it can properly 
employ. 

I am, therefore, to ask, firstly, that you will 
place this letter before your council and, 
secondly, if my council may have your 
assurance that professional engineers shall 
be exempt from the conditions of appoint- 
ment herein quoted. 

A copy of this letter is being sent to the 
Minister of Transport, Minister of Local 
Government and Planning, the Press and 
other interested bodies. 

(Sed.) J. H. W. Turner. 
Honorary Secretary. 
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Work on U.N Building, New York 
To THE Epitor oF The Builder 


GIR,—In your issue of Juné 1 (page 797) 

you state that a spokesman of the 
Bath and Portland Stone Firms, Ltd., ad- 
mitted there had been delays in shipment 
and attributed these to the bad weather con- 
ditions lasf winter and to labour and trans- 
port difficulties. 


This wording gives the impression that 
the Bath and Portland Stone Firms have 
been ‘at fault over this order, but this is not 
the case. 


The causes of the delays in shipment have 
been: 


1. A strike at Avonmouth docks which 
held up shipment of stone slabs for a very 
long period. 


2. As an alternative a consignment of 
block stone and sawn slabs was shipped 
to London at Whitsuntide. British Rail- 
ways undertook to deliver this consign- 
ment by Whit Monday morning at the 
latest. Although look-out men and 
tractors for pulling the trucks alongside 
the ship for loading were waiting all day 
the consignment was not delivered, how- 
ever, until the following day, after the 
ship had sailed. 


On June 7, further consignments delivered 
by British Railways on time to London 
docks, alongside the ship, could not be 
loaded on account of a tally clerks’ strike, 
and there will be the greatest difficulty in 
finding shipping space to get all the consign- 
ments off by July 1, the date requested by 
the United Nations Organisation. 


The inclement weather of last winter did 
not really affect this order as production of 
block stone and sawn slabs has been well 
ahead of demands throughout the contract. 


A. N. Pictor, 
Managing Director, 


The Bath and Portland Stone Firms, Ltd., 
Abbey Yard, Bath. 


Scales for Quantity Surveyors 
To THE Epitor oF The Builder 


IR,—I observe in your issue of May 25 
a letter from the hon. secretary of the 
Quantity Surveyors’ Committee of the 
R.LC.S. informing your readers that his 
committee were responsible for recommend- 
ing the British Standards Institution to pub- 
lish a Standard on quantity surveyors’ box- 
wood scales. 


It is difficult to believe that one of the 
representative bodies of quantity surveyors 
instigated the publication of this British 
Standard. It is, also, difficult to believe that 
the recommendations hgve come from men 
engaged in practical taking-off, despite all 
the assurances of Mr. Brett Jones in your 
issue of June 8. Mr. Brett Jones uses the 
term “practising takers-off” and not 
“ practical.” Perhaps there is some signifi- 
ficance in his choice of words. 


Undoubtedly, the “ideal” way of taking- 
off is to have a very long desk with every 
drawing exposed and the appropriate box- 
wood scale (one scale one edge)'lying on 
each drawing. Undoubtedly, also, the 
“ideal” method of taking a dimension off 
a drawing is by means of a flat-backed scale. 
But what of the reality? Short desks, draw- 
ings to different scales, one on top of the 
other, and the necessity for working 
rapidly make up the picture. 
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A continuous train of thought may in- 
volve ‘quick reference to three or more 
drawings to different scales to arrive at one 
dimension. This would involve three or 
more changes of boxwood scales and also 
the difficulty of picking up from each draw- 
ing that most difficult of all objects to re- 
trieve from a flat surface, a flat-backed 
scale. ’ 


Working continuously on one sheet, as a 
draughtsman does, the scale may be moved 
over the surface to set out the dimensions 
without the necessity of picking it up, and 
a change of boxwood scale is only necessary 
at long intervals when a new drawing is 
commenced. .The operation of taking 
dimensions off drawings, undertaken by the 
quantity surveyor, is entirely different from 
the operation of setting down dimensions, 
carried out by a draughtsman. 


To suggest that quantity surveyors should 
use sets of flat-backed scales, one scale one 
edge, in practical day-to-day working, in- 
stead of the Armstrong-pattern, elliptical- 
section scale, is to ask them te accept a 
sheer self-imposed impediment to  con- 
tinuous, precise and rapid thought. 


H. M. STAFFORD, 
F.L.A.S., F.I.Arb. 
20, Woodland-avenue, 
Hazel Grove, Cheshire. 


To THE Epitor oF The Builder 


GIR,—So the Junior Organisation of the 

R.L.C.S, had a finger in the B.S.S. pie! 
Would it not have been preferable for the 
Junior Organisation Committ¢e to have con- 
sulted the quantity surveyors whom they 
represent before presenting their recom- 
mendations on the shape of scales? And 
how about the many quantity surveyors who 
are not members of the R.LC.S.? Were 
their opinions considered or even asked for? 
And as for architects, engineers, builders and 
other such unimportant people who are also 
rumoured to use scales, I suppose they will 
have to like it or lump it. 

KEWESS. 
Somerset. 


PAINTINGS AT THE A.A. 


(THE members’ rooms at the Architectural 

Association provide a suitable setting 
for the exhibition of paintings by John 
Greene, Marjorie Morrison and Olive 
Sullivan now on show. Apart from the 
interest which will certainly be evoked by an 
unusual form of presentation, such as Olive 
Sullivan has used in her “Lady Under 
Glass” and “Head With Flowers,” this is 
not a remarkable collection. 


John Greene shows a number of designs 
for decoration, which vary considerably in 
appeal (No. 3 is probably his best), and his 
“Two Illustrations (reproductions) from a 
Book on Soho-square” are well done. In 
his paintings of the “ Banqueting Room ” and 
“Music Room” at the Royal Pavilion, 
Brighton, he has successfully captured the 
atmosphere of his subjects, though in parts 
detail work could be criticised. 


“Grey Day, Luxembourg Gardens,” by 
Marjorie Morrison, seems to set the key tone 
for almost all the work which she is exhibit- 
ing. The austere flatness of her “ Deserted 
Café ” is another typical example of her inter- 
est in sombre tones. Several portraits by 
this artist reveal another side of her art. 


The exhibition remains open until July 20. 
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RoyaL FEsTIvAL HALL: The Official Record. 
Published in association with the London 
County Council (London: Max Parrish 
and Co., Ltd.). Price 30s. net. 


THIS BOOK is a popular account of the 
Festival Concert Hall, written by Mr. Clough 
Williams-Ellis in that lucid and imaginative 
prose of which he is so completely the master. 
It is profusely illustrated by means of 
specially prepared diagrams, plans (one un- 
fortunately upside down), sections, an 
axonometric drawing, perspective draw- 
ings in black and white and colour, and by 
a section of photographic views. 


The : Festival Hall, notwithstanding the 
clarity and simplicity of its conception, is 
technically one of the most complex build- 
ings of modern times, but after studying 
these illustrations and reading Mr. Williams- 
Ellis’s text, which covers not only the con- 
ception and the architectural design but also 
Matters of practical interest—constructional 
techniques, sound insulation, acoustics, light- 
ing, heating, ventilation, furnishings, decora- 
tions, etc-—even the non-technical layman 
should appreciate the originality and vitality 
of the design as well as the immense in- 
genuity and effort which have gone to its 
realisation. 


Mr. Williams-Ellis is an enthusiastic ad- 
mirer of the building, a challenging one,” 
he calls it, “which means that it is bound 
to make sincere enemies as well as friends 
. . . there will surely be many who will not 
at first take kindly to a monumental building 
so devoid of all the familiar and traditional 
trappings of a ‘monument,’ so frankly 
nothing but glass where it is convenient to 
be, so brisk in its changes of scale; in short, 
so little like anything to which we are 
accustomed and, above all, so utterly 
different from all the concert halls and 
ypera houses that we ever saw and with 
which we have come to associate ‘ music ’.” 


He refers to the “mystique of acoustics 
(it is still scarcely a science)” and hints at 
the ingenious modifying devices that can be 
manipulated until the hall itself is “as nicely 
tuned to the occasion as are all the in- 
struments of the orchestra.” “ How nearly 
content,” he asks, “are both orchestra and 
audience with what architects, engineers, 
builders and craftsmen of all kinds have 
laboured so devotedly to produce? That is 
something which cannot be known for some 
long time, for many audiences must hear a 
succession of great works, by different 
masters differently presented, before they 
can say with certainty, ‘This Hall at last 
fulfils our fondest dreanis ’.” 


The “serene amplitude” of the whole 
building will, he thinks, need a little getting 
used to, but he believes that “ gradually the 
Place will cast its spell upon us, partly 
through our perceiving that it does its 
allotted job as a concert hall so supremely 
well, partly through our coming to accept 
its structural language as having a veracity 
and lithe grace that we can admire.” His 
hope is that as it becomes fully established 
both musically and in our affections it may 
also become “the hospitable and generous, 
though always fastidious, host and patron 
of all the decorative arts; our equivalent, 
perhaps, of Stockholm’s fabulous Town 


Hall, wherein all that is best in modern 
Swedish design and craftsmanship is so 
charmingly displayed.” 

This handsomely produced volume is a 
fine tribute to a remarkable building. #A 
special word of praise is due to the authors 
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of the many diagrammatic and perspective 
drawings which so lucidly explain the de- 
sign. Those who like comparisons will find 
a special interest in two pages of silhouette 
longitudinal sections of English and foreign 
halls, the building that bears the closest re- 
semblance to the Festival Hall in shape, 
dimensions and “seating capacity being the 
Kleinhaus at Buffalo, U.S.A., built in 1944. 


If any criticism of the book is to be made 
it is that the photographic section might well 
have been stronger; there is only one 
general view of the exterior and nothing is 
shown of the side promenades at various 
levels, nothing of the restaurant overlooking 
the river, nor, except in the case of the foyer, 
of the many fine and varied staircases that 
serve and beautify the building. From the 
point of view of the specialist, more tech- 
nical information about construction, 
acoustics, services and equipment would 
have been welcome but might have been 
censidered out of place in a book which has 
clearly been planned to have a popular 
appeal. There is room for a book dealing 
fully with the technical aspects of this re- 
markable building and we hope that some 
enterprising publisher may produce it. 


G.I. 


OLD BAILEY RECONSTRUCTION 
Visit by Harrovians 


By M. J. Gardiner (Secretary, Harrow 
School Engineering Society) 


T is four years now since the London 
Master Builders’ Association first invited 
a party from Harrow School to visit a build- 
ing site in London. The L.M.B.A. have tried 
to show us, each year since then, the project 
that they consider will be of the greatest 
interest to us. We have visited one site each 
year, in the summer term. In 1948 we went 
to see a new block of flats being erected at 
Finsbury; in 1949 we were shown those parts 
of the Houses of Parliament which were 
being rebuilt after being damaged by enemy 
action during the war. Last year saw an 
Harrovian party at the South Bank Festival 
site. At that time most of the Exhibition 
hails were merely shells of steel and concrete 
and the Dome of Discovery was but a 
spider’s web of girders. 


The L.M.B.A. are anxious to encourage 
public school boys to enter the building in- 
dustry as a career, and it is with this object 
in view that they have gone to all the 
trouble of organising the visits for us. 


So far we have been shown three styles 
of architecture. The Houses of Parliament 
gave us an insight into building in stone; the 
flats at Finsbury showed us the basic struc- 
ture of a large utilitarian building in the 
modern style; finally, at the South Bank site, 
we saw the very latest ideas in both design 
and construction. These sites were chosen, I 
feel, with a view to showing the diversity of 
the fields open to a young man entering the 
building industry. I have no doubt that, in 
future years, we will be taken to see further 
different kinds of construction. 


Last week the L.M.B.A. invited us to see 
the work that is being carried out at the Old 
Bailey by Higgs and Hill, Ltd. The Old 
Bailey was damaged during the war, and 
part of the building is having to be com- 
pletely reconstructed. The City of London 
authorities have taken this opportunity to 
carry out quite extensive replanning and 
general renovation. For instance, the heating 
and ventilation systems are now out of date, 
and, by modern standards, inefficient; these 
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are being renewed and many other changes 
are being made in the domestic facilities, 


Our party this year comprised about 3 
senior members of the school, including 
members of the Harrow Engineering and 
Architectural Societies. The chief architect 
took us on a thorough tour of the building, 
starting at basement level and finishing at 
the ievel of the dome on the top. He ex- 
plained how the work is being executed, but 
even so there were numerous questions, 
Finally we were taken into that part of the 
Old Bailey that is in use at the moment, go 
that we were able to see how everything 
would look when the work is finished; for 
the rebuilding is being done so as to con- 
form with the original style as far as present 
restrictions permit. 


The majority of public school boys do not 
begin to decide what they intend to do in 
later life until they are nearly 17, so that 
the more they are shown the opportunities 
offered in any industry before the age of 
17 the better chance they will have of 
making a wise decision. If a boy knows how 
he intends to spend his later life before he 
enters the specialist forms at school, he is 
able to make much better use of his last 
two years. 


The L.M.B.A. has done a great deal for 
Harrow by giving boys a chance to see for 
themselves the opportunities presented by 
the building industry, and also by offering 
to give all the help possible to any boy who 
decides to enter the trade. If builders’ 
associations in other parts of the country 
would follow the excellent example of the 
London Master Builders’ Association, they 
would render a great service to many public 
school boys, and also, we hope, to the build- 
ing industry. 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES 
FEDERATION 
Half-yearly Meeting 
G PEAKING on the subject of incentives 

at the half-yearly general meeting of 
the Southern Counties Federation of Build- 
ing Trades Employers, Mr. E. R. Bowyer, 
J.P., president of the Federation, said the 
National Executives had declared, after a 
review of the first settlement, for the con- 
tinuance of the policy of bonus schemes as 
a likely.major factor in increasing produc- 
tion. It was clear that a measure of caution 
had been and would be necessary, but it was 
also evident that some leeway had to be 
made up, espécially if builders wished to 
avoid a very much higher standard rate of 
wage payable irrespective of skill, capacity 
and output. 

Mr. Bowyer laid considerable emphasis on 
the functions of the apprenticeship scheme, 
and the vital need that existed for en- 
couraging recruitment. He pointed out that 
the importance of this activity was not fully 
appreciated. It was essential that builders 
came to realise quickly that the very future 
of the industry depended upon the continua- 
tion and growth of apprenticeship. 


Dealing with relations with other bodies 
and sections of the industry, he reported the 
setting up of the Southern Counties Com- 
mittee of Builders and Getieral Foremen 
and Clerks of Works; the inauguration of a 
joint Liaison Committee with B.I.D.; and the 
further progress made by the Souther 
Counties Consultative Committee of Archi- 
tects and Builders. 


In his concluding remarks he announced 
that the Federation had now 3,066 members. 
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HE various human and technical prob- 
lems associated with housing formed 
the basis of an interesting three-day con- 
ference arranged by the Housing Centre and 
held at County Hall, London, from June 6 
to 8. Representatives of the building profes- 
sions and industry, Iocal authorities, social 
welfare organisations, together with others 
from home and abroad interested in the 
subject of housing, attended the conference 
and contributed to the discussions. 


The three morning sessions were devoted 
to talks and discussions on different aspects 
of housing, while in the afternoons tours 
were made of sites where new building work 
is being carried out. The following is a 
summary of the proceedings at the morning 
sessions. 

On June 6 the conferexce was opened by 
PROFESSOR SIR PATRICK ABERCROMBIE, pre- 
sident of the Housing Centre, who was in 
the chair. The title of the meeting was 
“Housing in Redevelopment Areas,’ and 
the speakers were MR. J. PATON WATSON, 
CB.E., M.Inst.C.E., City Engineer and Sur- 
veyor, Plymouth, and MR. ROBERT H. 
MATTHEW, A.R.I.B.A., Architect to the 
London County Council. We take the fol- 
lowing extracts from the paper specially pre- 
pared for the conference by Mr. Paton 
Watson :— 

In 1939 Plymouth consisted of a 
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community of 220,000 people residing on one 
of the most beautiful harbours in Europe. 
The town faces the English Channel to the 
south and has rivers on its east and west, 
its northern boundary disappearing into the 
moors of Devon, dominated by the tors of 
Dartmoor. The population occupied an area 
of some 9,000 acres, recently increased this 
year to 13,115. In the five-mile journey from 
the seafront to the northern boundary the 
topography is such that you climb from 100 
to 400 O.D. and drop down again to sea 
level on three or four occasions. While this 
has added to the interest of the landscape 
and prevented us from creating flat and un- 
interesting residential areas, it has given us 
problems to provide ready communications 
and entailed covering our hills with houses. 


NATURAL BUFFERS 


The purist might condemn this as bad 
planning and point out that the natives pre- 
fer to reside in the valleys, but these valleys 
are precipitous and have no flat bottoms, and 
to house the numbers required in a city it 
is impossible to do otherwise than cover the 
hills where, in fact, the people in this humid 
climate prefer to live. In our post-war de- 
velopment, however, the steep valleys have 
been accepted as natural buffers between the 
new neighbourhoods, so helping to give in- 
dividuality to each unit. The population of 
the city is mainly engaged in His Majesty’s 
Dockyard and suffers from the defects of a 
one-shop town, although before the war the 
tetail trade employed the largest proportion 
of the insurable population, nearly 23 per 
cent. New post-war industrial development 
Is now giving a variety of employment. 

The housing conditions were no better and 
no worse than in most other towns in this 
period. A third of the houses was from 80 
to 100 years old, and although 11,000 had 
been built between the two wars, there were 
still areas of the city where the density of 
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HOUSING CENTRE CONFERENCE IN LONDON 


A Summary of Speeches and Discussions 


population exceeded 200 persons per acre. 
There was much sub-standard housing, and 
the occupation rate averaged 1.71 families 
per house. 


One has had to live with the people of 
such a city in order to understand the prob- 
lems caused by modern war and its after- 
math, and to appreciate the resilience and 
courage of the ordinary citizens when in- 
spired by some worthwhile objectives. 
Naturally, as a garrison and naval port the 
main objective was to win the war, the next 
to secure a place to live where in future 
life might be lived to the full and at peace. 


POST-WAR PROBLEMS 


The problems and tasks confronting us as 
a city after the war had been won seemed 
even greater than those which had arisen 
during it. It soon became obvious that, 
located as we were, away from any other 
large sources of labour and with our nearest 
neighbours of any size—namely, Bristol, 
Exeter and Bath—in a similar blitzed con- 
dition, our reconstruction would have to be 
carried out within our own zonal labour 
resources of 9,500 men in the building and 
civil engineering industry. The = great 
majority of the 68,400 houses which had 
already been given “first aid” have since 
been permanently repaired, involving the 
Corporation in a total expenditure of five 
and a half million pounds, while repairs 
costing up to probably three millions have 
been carried out privately. 


We required 6,823 houses to house those 
who had lost their homes. We had much 
industrial damage, almost all our shops de- 
stroyed, and we had [ost one-third of the 
rateable value from which our revenues 
accrued. We were therefore far from the 
starting post from which other towns were 
able to tackle their post-war planning and 
housing problems. This immediate housing 
problem was also accentuated by the need 
for the removal of certain houses in order 
to permit of industrial expansion and the 
reconstruction of the city centre, plus the 
additional pressure on _ housing 
accommodation due to the decrease in the 
size of the family unit. These requirements 
equalled the number of houses required by 
the blitzed families, so there was an imme- 
diate problem of the provision of some 
14,000 houses. While the enemy had de- 
stroyed many of our slums, many were left, 
and it is estimated that to replace unfit pro- 
perties will require an additional 7,000 
houses. 


With this vast amount of work confront- 
ing the building industry, it is little wonder 
that the blighted properties in our towns are 
in worse condition than they have been for 
many, many years. The problem of their 
repair and improvement has still to be dealt 
with, and if the owners cannot obtain an 
economic return on this property it may well 
be that in the next few years much of it 
may become the responsibility of the local 
authority. Unless the building industry can 
reduce its costs considerably we will have to 
“make do and mend” with much of this 
property despite the fact that it may be con- 
siderably below standard. 

The City Council had no hesitation in 
giving housing first priority and proceeded 
immediately the war ended with the provi- 
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sion, on a temporary basis, of 2,250 prefabri- 
cated bungalows in a matter of 20 months; 
131,700 square feet of temporary shopping, 
office and warehouse accommodation has had 
to be provided, and thereafter we have moved 
with our programme in accordance with the 
plan prepared in 1943. 


Forty-eight acres of the central area of the 
city have been acquiréd at a cost of £34 
million and £246,000 have been spent 
on road works. Works licensed and in hand 
for new shopping and warehousing total an 
area of 768,000 sq. ft. and amount in value 
to £24 millions. New permanent factory 
space has been built or is building, covering 
roughly 735,500 sq. ft. at-a cost of about 
£14 million. All this has helped to increase 
our depleted rateable value and reinstate the 
revenue necessary for the social services. 


A total of 8,120 dwellings (7,000 of them 
municipal) have been completed to date, in 
houses and flats, and our programme in hand 
will provide for an additional 2,800, and our 
next year’s programme involves starting out 
on a further neighbourhood of 2,500 houses. 
Good progress has also been made with the 
educational programme, nine primary and 
one secondary schools having been com- 
pleted, with five primary and one secondary 
in hand; the total eost being approximately 
£14 million. These schools will provide 
accommodation for 8,000 scholars, and cover 
about 167 acres. 


Housing development is being carefully 
planned in a series of neighbourhood units, 
the new housing estates having already 
formed six—namely, Ham, Efford, Honic- 
knowle, Kings Tamerton, Ernesettle and 
Whitleigh—while the existing built-up area 
is to be reconstituted into thirteen other 
neighbourhoods. The six new units cover 
1,399 acres of land acquired for the purpose, 
and have involved an approximate expendi- 
ture to date of £12 million, including £14 ~ 
million on layout and drainage works. In 
addition to the traditional building, a large 
number of B.I.S.F. Easiform and Cornish 
Unit houses are being erected. 

In all the neighbourhoods the housing 
areas are arranged around a centre or heart, 
or village green. Here are grouped the prin- 
cipal shops, places of worship, primary 
school, community centre and a_public- 
house. 

The need for convenient employment has 
been realised and in some of the neighbour- 
hoods provision has been made for a certain 
number of factory sites for light industry 
within easy walking distance of the houses. 
This can be seen particularly in the Erne- 
settle neighbourhood. 


OPEN SPACES 

Generous provision has been made for 
open space, but with our steeply undulating 
ground it is very difficult to find land suit- 
able for organised games. Looked at in 
terms of acres per 1,000 persons, the areas 
allotted to open space in the new residential 
units may appear to be high, but it must 
be remembered that this provision has had 
to take account of the lack of open space 
in the older congested parts of the city, and 
much of the area is steep land suitable for 
quiet recreation only. 

Five community centres have so far been 
provided, and although some of them are 
in rather makeshift buildings, they are all 
proving of considerable value in the social 
life of the new neighbourhoods. 

There will still be in this city 20,000 per- 
sons requiring housing after completion of 
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the present programme, but real success will 
mot have been achieved in neighbourhood 
planning if, when freedom to build takes 
place, there is a considerable exodus from 
municipal estates by that section of the com- 
munity who desire to own their homes. I 
cannot imagine a successful neighbourhood 
unit composed solely of owner-occupiers (or 
any one class), but they cannot be allowed to 
achieve their admirable independence and 
isolation by ribboning along the highways 
as was done before. It is a pity that in our 
public housing projects we have not been 
allowed to provide or reserve attractive sec- 
tions where this werthy type of citizen could 
have achieved his ambition to live in his own 
house, in close proximity to his other fellow 
citizens. 


I have been concerned with the housing of 
the people ever since I left school, and my 
first introduction to the problem was in visit- 
ing the slum areas of a large town and 
amaking with the sanitary inspector the neces- 
sary surveys for their improvement or con- 
demnation. Nowadays, despite the paper 
shortage, we seem to live in a plan-glutted 
and print-gutted age, and yet after 50 years’ 
experience of building an ordinary home we 
still have not agreed upon the most economic 
and convenient plan for fhat 1,000 sq. ft. of 
living accommodation, or how best to house 
our ageing population. Ministers suddenly 
discover that to house the aged satisfactorily 
would relieve other accommodation. 


We seem to learn little from our past ex- 
perience, and I am certain that amongst the 
staffs of the various departments, and in this 
housing centre, there are many able people 
who have been through this problem in every 
direction, and up every alleyway in the 
course of their experience in search of a 
solution to the plain fact that until the build- 
ing industry returns to a sound economic and 
competitive basis we shall get no nearer to 
solving the housing problem, and will only 
burden our people with increasingly high 
subsidies for the next 60 years. The 
* modern facilities and the attractions de- 
manded by the present generation outside 
the home are such that their recreation and 
amusement are now not sought in the home, 
but beyond it, and houses of smaller area 
suffice. 


_ This post-war age seems to be one of ever- 
rising costs, automatically passed to the con- 
sumer with State blessing, leading to de- 
mands by the consumer for more cash and 
larger subsidies, so completing an ever-widen- 
ing circle of inflation. The rising cost of 
transport between home and source of em- 
ployment is leading to the request for local 
transport to be treated as another subsidised 
social service. 


HOUSES FOR £200-£300 

Fortunately, some of us remember the 
dire results of the recession in the 1920s and 
the hardships resulting therefrom, but it 
brought the price of house building down 
to a quarter of what it had been costing. 
it was then possible to provide three-bed- 
’ goomed houses at a building cost of £300, 
and houses for aged persons in bungalow 
formation for £200, and despite the popular 
criticism of the lack of esthetic taste in 
much of the house building during the 
period between the two wars, I feel that 
those local authorities who proceeded with 
large programmes then must be con- 
gratulating themselves to-day on having pro- 
vided what the customer wanted at the lowest 
cost to customer and taxpayer. 


Be forewarned against those reformers 


THE BUILDER 


who speak of the joy to the eye of verticality 
and justify stacking the population in high 
blocks, and against those agriculturists who 
suggest that we may starve unless we do this, 
or house the people only on land unfit for 
agricultural use. Yet we have given up 
verticality in schools and hospitals, although 
youth is well able to climb, and the sick 
can be stacked without inconvenience! Il 
suggest that the eye can get more satisfac- 
tion from houses lying comfortably in the 
landscape, and that the inhabitants have a 
right to live on land best suited to the pur- 
pose. Surely the townsman’s contact with 
nature and horticulture when housed at 12 
houses per acre is well worth any loss in 
the productivity of the land. 

While our post-war houses have included 
an extra w.c. and outbuildings have been 
increased, the idea that space should be left 
for the provision of a garage has not mate- 
rialised. In most of our estates this pro- 
vision is now having to be made in groups 
away from the home. In my view, this pre- 
vents car ownership becoming the excellent 
hobby which it is with many families, and 
increases curb-side parking, and consequent 
danger to children. Idealism, however, is 
not enough in dealing with this pressing 
problem. 

All those engaged in this industry must 
sooner or later realise that they cannot hide 
behind and receive the benefit and protec- 
tion of those industries which will sooner or 
later have to stand up to the hard economic 
facts and rigours of world trade. Those pro- 
tected home industries will have to increase 
output and efficiency so as to provide the 
goods and services which the home con- 
sumer requires at a price which he can afford 
to pay. It is no answer simply to ask for 
subsidies to be paid by the tax- and rate- 
payer, as more and more of them are becom- 
ing the occupiers of the subsidised homes. 
The whole problem of the economics of pub- 
lic and private enterprise housing and house 
ownership requires a thorough overhaul and 
investigation. 

I hold these views after years of acquaint- 
ance with these matters, and some recent ex- 
perience in the building of houses by direct 
labour in close contact with the men who 
have to do the daily toil of building, The 
blame for high costs cannot be put on any 
one section of the building industry, but lies 
heavily on its whole organisation from the 
production and supply of the raw materials 
to those engaged in design and .on the sites, 
and last, but not least, on those trying to 
control it. Unless this problem is tackled 
by local authorities, their housing pro- 
grammes will become so burdensome that 
they will have to be curtailed, and that is 
the last thing that should happen. Ways 
and means of reducing costs must be found. 

In future the difficulties will not be phy- 
sical, but, I am afraid, economic. Might not 
a measure of freedom be given to the build- 
ing industry now, by releasing non-tradi- 
tional houses from licensing control? With 
the levy of development charges, it is now 
surely in the interests of the Exchequer itself 
to encourage and facilitate development. 

In conclusion I suggest that the achieve- 
ments of Plymouth demonstrate beyond 
doubt that, given sufficiently inspiring 
objectives, British local government can, 
despite all its defections, limitations, petty 
partisanships, local interests and influences, 
set an example to governments and people 
throughout the world that real co-operative 
democracy can inspire, educate, interpret 
and execute the will of the people better 
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and faster than any development corpom. 
tion or State-sponsored body. 


Mr. Patson Watson did not read his paper, 
instead he showed a series of lantern slide 
depicting the development of the new neigh. 
bourhoods at Plymouth. 


THE LANSBURY SCHEME 


Likewise, Mr. ROBERT MATTHEW showed 
a number of slides to illustrate his talk, which 
dealt with the redevelopment being carried 
out at the Lansbury Neighbourhood in th 
Stepney-Poplar area. Mr. Matthew showed 
the division of the area into 11 neighbour. 
hoods, of which Lansbury is No. 9. He 
described the planning and architectum| 
problems which had to be overcome both 
before and during the work of reconstruc. 
tion at Lansbury and showed the neighbour. 
hood as it has been redeveloped. 

In a discussion on the two papers, Mr, 
Matthew, in answer to a question, said that 
on average the number of inhabitants in 
the reconstructed neighbourhoods would be 
40 per cent. fewer than before the war. 

Miss D. J. Baty, a delegate from the 
National Association of Women Civil Ser 
vants, raised the question of the omission in 
new redevelopment schemes of the provision 
of accommodation for single women. Many 
of these women, she said, were having to 
live in unsatisfactory conditions because 
local authorities were not catering for their 
needs... Mr. Matthew replied that he could 
say no more than that he knew many how- 
ing authorities were considering the problem 
of accommodation for those women. 

Answering a question put by Mrs. P. 
TENNANT about the building of flats at Ply- 
mouth and the building of dwellings in stone, 
Mr. Watson said that Plymouth residents 
were more accustomed to the villa type of 
house than they were to flats. Some four 
storey flats were, however, being erected at 
Plymouth on high-priced land. So far as 
building in stone was concerned, he said 
that it was not as popular as it might be, 
mainly because the stone cost about 5s. 6d. 
per cubic foot. 

Mr. Watson showed little sympathy for 
the argument, raised by another speaker in 
the discussion, that housing should not be 
built on good agricuktural land. The human 
being, he said, was entitled :to build his 
home on the best land which was available 
to him. 


. THE SECOND DAY 
. Housing Costs 


At the second day’s session of the confer- 
ence, the subject of which was “ Housing 
Costs and the Problems of the Smaller 
Authority,” the speakers were MR. JoHN 
BRIAN Cooper, F.R.I.B.A., of Birmingham, 
and Mr. C. H. Garpiner, clerk of 
Evesham R.D.C. Mr. REGINALD STAMP, 
chairman of the L.C.C. Housing Committee, 
presided. 


Mr. Cooper quoted figures to illustrate 
the rise which had taken place since the 
end of the recent war in building costs. The 
overall increase, he said, had been about 
25 per cent. He went.on to refer to the 
recent circular (No. 38/51), issued by the 
Ministry of Local Government and Plat- 
ning to local authorities on the. subject of 
housing standards. In connection with this 
circular, the contents of which he explained 
in considerable detail, Mr. Cooper com 
mented:— 

“The saving resulting from a reduction 
in floor area cannot be calculated, as a sum 
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jn proportion based on the rate per square 
foot for a smaller house is greater than for 
a larger house, since the small house con- 
tains the same number of fittings, such as 
fireplaces, sanitary appliances, etc., and 
will also have a greater amount of walling 
for the space enclosed. The reduction of 
50 sq. ft. suggested by the Ministry is likely 
to result in a saving at the rate of about 
15 shillings per 4 ft. or, say, £37. These 
two savings, taken together, might just pay 
for the increase in labour rates and the 
increase in the price of timber whieh took 
place in March,” 


During the course of his subsequent re- 
marks Mr. Cooper made some personal 
suggestions for achieving lower house build- 
ing costs without reducing standards. A 
minor reduction might be gained, he con- 
sidered, if the smaller housing authorities 
asked their county councils to provide the 
service roads on their housing estates. This 
was a matter upon which the co-operation 
of the county surveyors would have to be 
sought, particularly with regard to the type 
of roads to be constructed. The road 
specifications used by many county councils 
called for the use of materials which were 
not necessary for roads which had to carry 
only light traffic. 


Mr. Cooper questioned the efficiency of 
the British system of tendering. “It is ex- 
tremely doubtful,” he said, “whether, in 
practice, the theoretical advantages of bills 
of quantities (as we know them) are realised. 
An inspection of several builders’ priced 
bills for the same job might reveal wide 
variations in the cost of some items, even 
though the totals of the figures comprising 
the tenders might be close. I think this is 
because many country builders have not the 
detailed knowledge of pricing that would 
enable them to produce a good set of priced 
bis, even though they have the general 
knowledge and experience which would 
enable them to give a reasonable price for 
work of a simple character such as hous- 
ing, but in a simpler way. 

“Tt is true,” he continued, “ that the bills 
of quantities prepared for housing work are 
prepared in accordance with a code. which 
is simpler than that in normal use; never- 
theless, I believe it to be too prolix for this 
type of work. In my opinion the generality 
of small and medium sized builders’ firms, 
who carry out a high proportion of the 
housing schemes in rural areas, would 
prefer a good set of fully detailed drawings, 
a specification and a schedule giving the 
quantities of materials in the house; not the 
quantities of executed work but the mate- 
rials he will have to order.” 

Mr. Cooper said that a builder of any 
experience of similar work could calculate 
the cost of the house more rapidly and more 
accurately with this information than he 
could by the present method. The speaker 
added that he would still provide normal 
bills of quantities for- underworks, excava- 
tions, drains, etc., which were likely to be 
omg to any extent in the course of the 
work. 


MORE CLAIMS FOR DAMAGES 

Mr. Cooper further said that, as a rule, 
contracts were still taking too long to com- 
plete.. The contractors usually gave as their 
reasons for this the shortage of labour and 
materials, etc. The only remedy available 
to the housing authority was in the clause 
telating to damages for non-completion, a 
very difficult clause to operate in present 
conditions, but one which he felt should be 
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used if at all possible instead of allowing 
it to become the dead letter which it was. 


The speaker continued by saying that 
some councils were not good in honouring 
the architect’s certificate promptly, especially 
towards the end of the job when, because 
of rising costs, the interim certificates may 
exceed the contract sum and the loan sanc- 
tioned. The completion of final accounts 
took too long, so that retention money was 
held far longer than the maintenance period. 
The delay in the completion of the accounts 
was, however, at least as often as not the 
fault of the builder who could not or would 
not produce his claims for increased costs. 


Addressing himself to architects _con- 
cerned with housing, Mr. Cooper said that 
the architect should not keep his clients 
waiting, nor should he keep the builder 
waiting for information. His drawings and 
specification must be accurate and clear. 
He must have an open mind about new or 
alternative methods of construction and 
He must know how to design 
cheaply, but he must, even in handling the 
materials of to-day, have that power which 
makes him an architect, of making common 
materials look as if they had been specially 
chosen for the job in hand. : 


HOUSING AND FINANCE 


The point of view of an administrative 
officer on a small housing authority was 
given by Mr. C. H. Garpner, from whose 
remarks we take the following extracts:— 


“In the wave of enthusiasm for a 
vigorous and improved housing policy in 
town and country after the end of the last 
war the aim was to provide the very best in 
the way of accommodation, design, appear- 
ance and amenities. Cost was then a 
secondary consideration. But cost has now 
become a dominant factor, and _ local 
authorities everywhere are compelled to keep 
constantly in mind the growing financial 
burden which a progressive housing policy 
imposes on the community and the burden 
thrown on the individual council tenant in 
the shape of ever-rising rents. 


Population 16,000 
1d. Rate ee tas > Sooo 
No. of Council Houses ... 1,300 
Housing. Loan Debt ... £900,000 
Housing Rate Contribution 1s. 1d. in 
the £ 


“With the exception of pre-1914 houses 
built under the 1890 Act and a few built 
without subsidy under the 1936 Act, every 
council house that has been built involves 
a rate contribution. Contributions are also 
expected from the local rates in connection 
with improvement grants under the 1949 Act. 
Whatever happens in the way of rents, these 
rate contributions must be made. A pro- 
gramme of 100 new houses per annum 


- Means approximately an additional 2d. rate. 


“These small authorities are engaged in 
capital and revenue transactions out of all 
proportion to their modest penny rates. 
Constant vigilance is needed to ensure that 
a deficiency is avoided. Many councils 
have, in fact, incurred deficiencies (a) 
directly on the housing revenue account 
owing to inadequate basic rents in relation 
to rising capital and management costs and 
(b) through a depleted repairs fund owing 
to lack of provision for greatly increased 
costs coupled with the accumulation of re- 
pair work during the war years. 

“This means that ratepayers in general 
meet a deficiency over and above the statu- 
tory obligation. While some councils have 
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been ‘reluctant to tackle the invidious task 
of raising rents all round, it is the general 
view that nothing beyond the statutory 
contribution ought to fall on the general 
body of ratepayers. 


LIMITING LIABILITY 


Asking what could be done to limit this 
rising liability and yet provide the houses 
that were needed, Mr. Gardner thought that 
the answer was (1) to see there was no addi- 
tional rate contribution, (2) to use existing 
accommodation more economically. And 
here he suggested the provision of burga- 
lows or flats for old people, childless couples 
and single persons occupying large council 
houses, thus releasing these for young people 
with growing families. He admitted that 
there were difficulties to be overcome in this 
suggestion and commented that normal rents 
of new bungalows or flats were often higher 
than those of old three-bedroom houses, 
and that’ old tenants disliked being uprooted. 
He thought that councils would be reluctant 
to resort to notices to quit in such cases. 
(3) To allocate a larger proportion of 
licences to build small private houses with 
preference for existing council house tenants 
and deserving cases on the local authority’s 
waiting list. 

He pointed out that there was a limit to 
the increases that could be made in the rents 
of pre-war houses (some already doubled), 
and in many cases it was being reached. He 
thought the courses open were (1) to — 
the proper rents for the new houses, hardly 
less than £1 per week, plus rates, (2) put up 
the rents of the old houses again, (3) face up 
to a deficiency falling on the general rate 
fund, and~(4) introduce a system of differ- 
ential rents. 

This bristled with difficulties, he said. In 
every district there were people living in 
municipal houses whose means were such 
that they ought not to be subsidised by the 
ratepayer or the state in the way of rent. 
The last war had brought about a social rev- 
olution in the countryside. Some tenants who 
were scratching for a living in 1939 were 
now quite well off. Some ran substantial 
businesses from a council house which con- 
tained an office and a telephone, a car in 
the garage and a television aerial sprouting 
from the chimney .stack. On the other 
hand, a returning ex-Serviceman in receipt 
of a modest wage and rearing a young 
family found a rent of over £1 a week a 
real burden. He thought there should be 
some adjustment here. 


PRESENT POSITION 


“While arrears are not piling up,” he con- 
tinued, “‘ the average tenant finds it less easy 
to pay his rent than was the case in 1945, 
The offer of a new council house is rarely 
rejected by a person in need of better accom- 
modation, but there is evidence that people 
who ought to seek better accommodation 
are deterred from doing so because of the 
high rents now charged for new council 
cottages. A few applications are withdrawn 
or not pursued. These are straws in the 
wind. We want to avoid what happened in 
connection with houses built under the 
Addison Scheme in the early ’twenties, when 
it was not uncommon for Notice to Let cards 
to be seen in council houses, while many 
workers were badly in need of better accom- 
modation, but just could not pay the rent 
of a council cottage. The qualification of 
an applicant was not need but ability to pay. 

“‘ Notwithstanding the financial and other 
problems which I have mentioned, it is 
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refreshing to reflect that local authorities 
are pushing ahead with their housing pro- 
grammes. They do not need to be prodded. 
On the contrary, they frequently complain 
of the inadequate allocations given to them 
by the Minister of Local Government and 
Planning. Even councils which are levying 
a ls. rate or more for housing, realise that 
this is a sound investment in the interest of 
the happiness and public health of the com- 
munity.” 


DISCUSSION 

Opening the discussion, Mrs. F. C. 
Spurain, of North Cotswold R.D.C., pointed 
out that her authority were building stone 
houses at an additional cost of from £250 
to £255 over that of brick houses, but she 
thought that in the long run they would save 
on maintenance costs. She was of the 
opinion that there was a very real danger 
in cutting building costs too much because 
this might well lead to increased maintenance 
costs later on. 


Mrs P. TENNANT, of the Housing Centre 
Generai Committee, asked Mr. Cooper if he 
had any views on the reduction of costs 
by the lowering of ceiling heights rather 
than reducing amenities. Replying, Mr. 
Cooper said that many local authorities were 
unwilling to make this reduction but pointed 
out that Birmingham had recently reduced 
the height of ceilings in a new block of flats 
to 7 ft. 9 in. Some medical authorities 
maintained that the air above the heads of 
the windows was of no advantage to the 
occupants and he said that the lowering of 
ceilings certainly caused no discomfort. 

Mr. W. D. HILL, of Haverfordwest R.D.C., 
asked Mr. Gardner if he would be in favour 
of an extension of the loan period from 60 
to 70 years. To this question Mr. Gardner 
replied that an extension of the loan period 
would be very helpful and it would cer- 
tainly ease the financial burden. ‘ 

That a considerable saving could be 
achieved by more economical layouts for 
housing sites was the view expressed by 
Mr. R. J. ALLERTON, housing manager of 
Birmingham. On this, Mr. Cooper com- 
mented that it was quite easy, when build- 
ing 100 houses or more on one site, to arrive 
at an economical layout, but not so easy in 
the case of smaller numbers. 

On the subject of service roads, Coun- 
THOMSON, chairman . of 
Coventry Housing Committee, said that the 
standards for roads called for in local bye- 
Jaws were too high. He thought there was 
something to be said for doing away with 
curbs, etc., when the road was only going 
to be used for the occasional tradesman’s 
van. He considered that this would have 
a considerable effect on the cost of housing. 


A delegate from Wokingham thought that 
the greatest measure of economy lay in the 
wider use of non-traditional materials, but 
Mr. Cooper said that from his experience 
there had been no economy, except in a few 
cases, in houses built with such. materials. 
He added that tenants generally preferred 
houses built of traditional materials rather 
than non-traditional, purely for reasons of 
design. 


THE FINAL SESSION 
Housing Needs Not Being Met 

At the closing session of the conference 
delegates considered “The Housing Needs 
that are Not being Met.” Sir RICHARD 
ACLAND, M.P., who was to have been chair- 
man at this session, was delayed at the 
House of Commons by the prolonged 
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Finance Bill debate as also was Dr. CHARLES 
Hitt, M.P., who was to have spoken. In 
these circumstances, Miss J. G. LEDEBOER, 
A.R.LB.A., acted as chairman and Dr. Hill’s 
speech was read for him by Mr. PETER 
TENNANT. The other speaker was Dr. I. G. 
Davies, medical officer of health, Leeds. 

Dr. Davies began by making some 
observations on the present housing needs. 
He said that very broadly housing need 
could be regarded from two points of view: 
(1) The demographic aspect, represented 
arithmetically by the houses needed to abate 
overcrowding and to provide a_ separate 
dwelling for each family, (2) The slum 
clearance aspect. 

“It has sometimes seemed to me,” he 
continued, “that these two aspects are 
almost completely dissociated in the minds 
of many people. I have, for example, heard 
the demographic need referred to as the 
absolute housing shortage, the dangerous 
implication in this being that we can count 
on every occupied house as a unit of accom- 
modation whatever its condition. This 
would be a serious mistake to make.” 
The speaker said that the use of the ex- 
pression “unfit for habitation” had, by its 
inclusion in legislation and its frequent 
repetition in administrative context, become 
hackneyed and had almost lost its real 
meaning. But defective and decayed 
houses could still be dangerous to health 
in a strictly medical sense. ‘He thought we 
were in danger of forgetting this to-day. We 
were failing to realise the extent and 
urgency of- the problem of obsolescence in 
our towns. This was shown by the ifncreas- 
ing tendency to conserve far beyond reason- 
able limits decayed and worn out housing. 

Dr. Davies continued: “If the rate of 
new house building is to remain at the 
present low level, then the very difficult 
problem arises of striking a balance between 
the provision of housing for overcrowding 
and not separately housed families, and 
that for families living in defective houses. 
I believe the situation is such to-day that 
we should devote not less than a third of 
our new building to slum clearance.” 


TEMPORARY ACCOMMODATION 

Dr. Charles Hill’s paper did not deal with 
the housing problem generally but with the 
limited problem of temporary accommoda- 
tion pending the provision of permanent 
dwellings. We take the following extracts:— 

Most of the short-term resources available 
in 1945 have been utilised. As a result: (a) 
there are to-day some 137,000 families living 
in service camps, most of them becoming 
steadily unserviceable, particularly through 
leaky roofs, damp floors, condensation and 
the like; (b) the conversion and adaptation 
of existing large houses has led to the 
accommodation of some 37,000 families. 
This process of conversion has tended to 
decline, not only because of the smaller 
reserve of such houses, but possibly because, 
under the Landlord and Tenant (Rent Con- 


trol) Act, 1941, all new lettings are subject’ 


to retroactive revision. It remains true, 
however, that there is still a reserve of tem- 
porary accommodation in under-occupied 
larger houses. 

One hundred and fifty-seven thousand 
families were housed in the temporary 
housing programme which came to an end 
in 1948. The prefabs, which were intended 
to fill the gap while the traditional build- 
ing industry was getting under way, cost 
some £1,300 apiece. And in the conditions 
of to-day it is difficult to recommend resump- 


- guarantee that they would use the increase 


- and the Secretary of State for Scotland, 


‘total does not include homes provided in 
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tion of the temporary programme. I belie 
that the traditional brick house is the bey 
unit for speed, cheapness and lasting power, 
The non-traditional house may be speedig 
up to the roof joists, but afterwards its com. 
pletion, like. that of the traditional hous, 
is dependent on the plumber, the plaster 
and the joiner. 

To tackle in a temporary way the probley 
of overcrowding one must tackle that of 
undercrowding. There are still family-siz 
houses which are occupied by one or two 
older people whose families have grown wp 
and left them. If we face the fact that the 
problem cannot be fully solved by putting 
two or more families in these houses, the 
remedy must lie in the building of a higher 
proportion of old people’s homes and two. 
bedroom houses. Mr. Dalton’s circular of 
April last is a contribution to this end. |] 
means permitting the allocation of small 
houses, not only on the grounds of over. 
crowding on the part of the rehoused, but 
because of the contribution which the re 
housing would make to the general problem, 

There is the appalling problem of the 
progressive deterioration of houses which 
could, if properly, maintained, last for 
another ten years. Something must be done 
to make money available for the repair 
and maintenance of these decaying houses, 

DISCUSSION 

In the discussion that followed Miss 
ELIZABETH DENBY said that there was too 
much talk about the points system of 
allocating new houses. She thought that it 
was still controlled very largely by ability 
to pay the high rents. Urging that a 
greater number of flats should be built for 
single persons, married couples without 
children and old people, she added that 
people who were in need of accommodation 
and could afford to build a house of their 
own, should be able to do so. 
























Federation of Property Owners, thought it 
was absolutely necessary that older houses 
now standing should be kept in a good state 
of repair so that families could continue to 
live in them, but he pointed out that the 
cost of reconditioning them was prohibitive 
and property owners could not afford to do 
extensive repairs. 

COUNCILLOR H. Watton, from the City of 
Birmingham, said that if landlords were 
given an increase on rents there was no 


Mr. A. G. ANDERSON, from the National 


to recondition their property. 


HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT 
Figures for April 

THE Housing Summary presented to Parlia- 

ment on June 6, as a White Paper (Cmd. 

8262, Stationery Office, 2d.) jointly by the 

Minister of Local Government and Planning 


shows that the number of permanent houses 
completed in Great Britain during April was 
15,123 compared with 16,757 in March. 

The total number of houses completed 
under the post-war programme is now 
1,037,678 (880,532 permanent and 157,146 
temporary). 

During April homes were provided by new 
building, repair of unoccupied war damaged 
dwellings and conversion for 15,718 families, 
compared with 17,684 in March and 14,767 
in February. This brings the total number 
of families rehoused by these methods under 
the post-war programme to 1,323,228. This 


service camps or requisitioned properties. 
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SCHINDLER-GOEHNER 
SYSTEM OF HOUSE 
CONSTRUCTION 


HIS system of construction consists of 
large factory-built internal panels With 
doors hung and windows glazed. The panels 
comprise partitions and internal wall units 
and the inner leaf of the external walls. 
Permanent shuttering for the structure pillars 
and beams is integral with the panels and the 
preformed reinforcement is placed into 
position and the concrete poured. The 
sequence of site erection is, briefly, as follows: 
The foundation slab covers the whole area 
of the pair of houses to be erected. The 
ground-floor panels are then erected, the rein- 
forcement placed into column and beam 
casings, and the concrete placed into position. 
The floor units for the upper storey are then 
placed into position and the panels for the 
next storey erected in a similar way, and the 
complete timber roof structure lifted into 
place in two sections for a pair of houses. 
The last two sections of the chimney, each 
approximately 6 ft. high, are built on ground 
level and lifted into place after the assembly 
of the roof structure. The external cladding 
of brickwork is then run up and the roofing ~ 
operations completed. Minor finishings and 
final interior decoration are then carried out 
together with exterior paintwork and a mastic 
floor covering is laid on the ground floor 
and, with services connected, the houses are 
ready for occupation. Eighty-four of these 
houses are now in course of erection at the 
Alma-road housing estate, Cheltenham, under 
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the direction of Mr. G. Gould Marsland, 
M.B.E., M.Inst.C.E., Borough Engineer. 
One of the houses was seen by Princess 
Elizabeth on her recent visit to the borough. 
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The completed house. 

The design of the houses here illustrated 
was prepared by Hening and Chitty, 
F.R.I.B.A., in collaboration with the con- 
tractors, Messrs. Hawksley Constructions, Ltd 

























































































and first-floor plans. 
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ARISING from their examination of the 

recommendations contained in the 
reports of the Building Industry Working 
Party and the Building Productivity Team 
which were issued last year, the R.I.B.A. and 
the N.F.B.T.E. have drawn attention to the 
importance of adequate planning in advance 
as a means of securing economy in building 
construction cost and, conversely, to the 
serious effect on costs and efficiency (a) of 
failure, before operations begin, to deter- 
mine exactly the work to be carried out, 
and (b) of any alterations of plan during 
the course of the work. It is felt that to re- 
emphasise the importance of the principles 
laid down in the two reports is particularly 
appropriate at the present time not only for 
the assistance of private building owners but 
also for the guidance of the Government 
Departments responsible for constructional 
work under the defence programme. 


The R.I.B.A. and the N.F.B.T.E. wish, 
the statement continues, to appeal to all 
building owners, Government departments 
and focal authorities, as well as industrial 
concerns and private individuals, to heed 
both the lessons of the past and those to be 
learned from the valuable study of construc- 
tional practice and procedure in the United 
States which was made by the Productivity 
Team. Further, they desire to call upon each 
architect and each contractor to regard it as 
his individual responsibility to, take whatever 
action is open to him to prevent the adop- 
tion of a procedure in respect of any indi- 
vidual job which is likely to delay com- 
pletion and to increase costs. 


The Productivity Team found that in the 
United States the architectural profession 
has in general been more successful than in 
Britain in convincing clients of the import- 
ance of (i) advance planning, and (ii) strict 
adherence to a plan once determined. 


Where U.S.A. Leads 


There is a greater appreciation in the 
United States of the fact that, within reason, 
the longer the time that is spent in the 
preparation of a building project the shorter 
will be the time that will be required for 
the actual construction, and, secondly, that 
as time spent in construction is more costly 
than time spent in planning, money is saved 
by thorough preliminary planning. 

A prerequisite to successful advance plan- 
ning is the establishment of a complete per- 
sonal understanding between architect and 
client, to the end that the latter is willing 
to accept his advice on the various issues 
which arise in the planning of any building. 


It should then be possible for the client 
and the architect to determine definitely the 
nature and extent of the services and accom- 
modation required. For this purpose the 
client must provide the architect with a 
definite statement of his requirements and of 
the total financial outlay he is prepared to 
make. The architect must be allowed 
sufficient time to consider fully the various 
alternative schemes that may be suitable and 
to prepare tentative sketch plans and possibly 
perspective drawings. It is very important 
that the agreement reached upon the client’s 
exact requirements and wishes should be as 
definite as it is possible to make it. There- 
after the client should be firmly restrained 
from indulging in after-thoughts. 
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Building Owners and Planning in Advance 
A Joint Statement by the R.I.B.A. and N.F.B.T.E. 


The detailed planning of the job by the 
architect can then begin. It is at this stage 
that the danger of over-impatience on the 
part of the client is liable to arise, because, 
being unaware of the various operations that 
have to precede the invitation of tenders and 
the letting of the contract, he is inclined to 
exert the utmost pressure upon the architect 
to provide visual proof that the agreement 
reached as to his wishes is being translated 
into actual bricks and mortar on the site. 

The importance of supplying the builder 
at an early stage with full working drawings 
and all relevant information has been so 
fully emphasised in all discussions of the two 
reports that it is not further developed in 
this memorandum. It should, however, 
be remembered that, in order to prepare 
accurate bills of quantities, the quantity 
surveyor must receive the drawings, etc., 
from the architect at a still earlier stage. 
Failure to provide the quantity surveyor with 
this information reduces the preparation of 
bills of quantities from the status of an 
exact science to that of an exercise in intel- 
ligent anticipation of an architect’s intention. 


Educating the Client 


The client must be educated to realise also 
that the selection of the contractor does not 
mean that work on the site will begin im- 
mediately. The contractor should be given 
sufficient time to order materials and 
generally to organise the progress of con- 
struction. And, if he has not received them 
at the tender. stage, the contractor should 
be supplied with full working drawings, in- 
cluding all details, before he is instructed 
to begin work. 

Finally, the client must realise, in his own 
interest, the importance of adhering to the 
scheme which has been agreed with the 
architect and of refraining from insisting 
upon alterations or variations which are, in 
the words of the American Architects’ 
Handbook, “a source of delay, annoyance 
and loss” to all parties. A lay client may 
find it difficult to realise the extent to which 
the progress of a job may be dislocated 
by what appears to him to be a compara- 
tively. minor alteration; the extra cost to 
himself he may be prepared to ignore— 
until the accounts are presented. 


The duties of the client were summarised 
20 years ago by the International Building 
Congress held in London in 1930, in the 
following terms:— 

1. He should provide definite information at the 
earliest stage which will enable his requirements 
to be gauged accurately by the architect, both as 
to design and as to price. 

2. He should co-operate with the architect and 
the successful contractor in endeavours to foresee 
possible difficulties and their solution, and to 
envisage possible savings in cost and time. 

3. He should be prepared to adhere to an under- 
standing that, once the design, plans and specifica- 
tions are settled there shal] be no major deviation 
therefrom and changes of mind, even on details 
of decoration, which involve delay or possible dis- 
location of arrangements. 

4. He should appreciate that failure on his part 
to co-operate, with the object of unifying control 
and allowing the architect and the contractor to 
“pull in the same boat,” really means loss of 
opportunity to reduce costs—in other words, that 
it is he who pays, in the long run, for disunity of 
purpose. 

It was also pointed out that “much 
education is necessary if such a consumma- 
tion is to be achieved, but much may be 
accomplished if a lead be given by Govern- 
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ment departments and local authorities, 
which together are the largest building 
owners in the country. and by other large 
corporations and organised property 
owners.” 


The statement ends by saying that the 
conclusions are as worthy of attention to- 
day as they were at the time they were 
made. The need for greater efficiency jp 
the constructional industry is certainly more 
pressing. It is believed that those engaged 
in the industry are coming to realise their 
respective responsibilities; it is the duty of 
= to see that the building owner realises 
his. 


INCENTIVES IN THE BUILDING 
INDUSTRY 


JN December last the N.F.B.T.E. and 

N.F.B.T.O. carried out a joint review 
of the system of bonus payments related to 
output which had been operated experi- 
mentally since November, 1947, and reached 
a settlement. The settlement stated the 
agreed general principles concerning incen- 
tive bonus payments, and made provisions 
for the setting-up, by the Federations, of 
regional joint advisory panels, to which diffi- 
culties could be reported. In describing the 
functions of those panels, the settlement 
specified the circumstances in which 
references to the panels could be made either 
by employers or by the operatives’ district 
organisers. 

Guidance concerning the constitution of 
the panels and the procedure at panel meet- 
ings has now been agreed and has been issued 
jointly by the N.F.B.T.E. and N.F.B.T.O. It 
has been agreed that each regional panel 
shall consist of three employer representa- 
tives and three operative representatives, 
with a secretary from each side, similarly 
appointed. The panel so constituted shall 
continue with the same personnel for a 
period of at least two years. 

When a report under examination involves 
technical considerations arrangements may 
be made for ad hoc co-option of a suitable 
representative on each side. 

With regard to review arrangements, the 
settlement provided for the appointment of 
a national sub-committee of the national 
executives and prescribed that “it shall be 
open to regional incentives panels to make 
joint submissions, upon problems of general 
principle arising from cases reported to 
them,” to that national sub-committee. The 
guidance now issued makes it clear that this 
does not mean or imply that appeals can be 
made to the national sub-committee con- 
cerning any particular case. The sub-com- 
mittee is open to receive submissions from 
regional panels or national parties on prob- 
lems of general principle or joint policy 
only. The object of these submissions is 
not to adjudicate upon particular cases but 
rather to enable the national executives to 
adjust or clarify their joint policy. 

It should be noted that the incentive pay- 
ments advisory panels are not part of the 
machinery of the National Joint Council for 
the Building Industry. They will act under 
the national executives. On the other hand, 
where cases of sub-contracting for labour 
only lead to disputes, these will continue 
to be dealt with by local joint committees 
and conciliation panels under the existing 
N.J.C. machinery. 

It is realised that the success of the incet- 
tive payments advisory panels will largely 
depend on the spirit in which they are a¢- 
ministered, and all concerned are urged to 
give them a fair trial. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 
Factory Buildings 

ME: WILLIAM SHEPHERD asked the 

President of the Board of Trade, on 
June 7, if he would state the total cost of 
factory buildings, with services, which had 
been built by Government finance in the de- 
velopment areas and the number of people 
at present employed in those factories. 


Si H. SHAwcrRoss said that the total 
amount of Government expenditure under 
the Distribution of Industry Act, 1945, 
in connection with the provision of 
factory space for private industry in 
the Development Areas during the period 
from mid-1945 to the end of March, 
1951, was £41.13 million. This amount had 
been expended on the conversion of war- 
time factories to normal industrial uses; the 
building of new factories and extensions; the 
acquisition of land on which to erect these 
new factories; the provision of services and 
the development of the Industrial Estates 
and Group sites which had been established 
or taken over since the war. 


At the end of March 1951, 54,200 men 
and 54,800 women were employed in the 
factory space thus available. When these 
factories were all in full production it was 
hoped that a further 17,500 men and 16,000 
women would be employed. 


Rent Restrictions Acts 


On June 7 Mr. GAMMANS asked the 
Minister of Local Government and Planning 
if, in view of the continued rise in the rents 
of council houses, he would introduce legis- 
lation which would give the same protection 
to the tenants of council houses as was en- 
joyed by the tenants of privately owned 
houses. 


MR. LINDGREN said that the Minister had 
no immediate intention of introducing legis- 
lation to review the Rent Restrictions Acts. 


Building Licences for Council Tenants 


On June 5, MR. STEELE asked the Secretary 
of State for Scotland if he would consider 
the practicability of granting” building 
licences to tenants of local authority houses 
who wished to build houses for their per- 
sonal occupation and so make additional 
houses available for needy families without 
any burden on public funds. 


MR. T. FRASER said that the Secretary of 
State was prepared to agree to the granting 
of building licences for new houses to local 
authority tenants where this would release 
a house for another family on the waiting 
list. It was proposed to tell local authori- 
ties that for this purpose they might issue 
licences provided they kept within the total 


' allocations of houses already made to them. 


Timber Floors Again ? 


Mr. Stephen Hudson, president of the 
N.F.B.T.E., said at the half-yearly meeting 
of the South-Western Fedetation at Taun- 
ton, on June 12: “Timber prospects are 
sufficiently good to encourage the hope that 
supplies will, before very long, be available 
in sufficient quantities—and, what is equally 
important, at prices which will reduce the 
cost of building—to enable the present 
festrictions on the ‘use of this. material -in 
building to be relaxed and: harassed house- 
wives once again to have the comfort! and 
Convenience of wooden: floors in their 


homes.” 
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FOREMANSHIP 
TRAINING COURSES 


Recommendations of the London 
Association of Builders’ Foremen 
and Clerks of Works 


(THE London Association of Builders’ 
Foremen and Clerks of Works Fore- 
manship Training Committee has published 
its report, from which we reproduce the 
following extracts:— 

Introduction—On December 22, 1950, the 
council co-opted lecturer members on to a 
committee to review foremanship training 
courses and to make recommendations con- 
sidered necessary for the improvement of 


foremanship training. The members of the | 


committee were: Messrs. A. G. Buck (chair- 
man), J. S. Rigden (secretary), S. B. Alder- 
man, J. Anderson, R. Arnold, F. Gregory, 
C. Mercer, A. Raven and W. R. Toogood. 

The committee met on eight occasions. 
Numerous inquiries and investigations were 
made by members of the committee, and by 
outside persons and bodies. The recom- 
mendations contained in this report are, 
therefore, based upon a close study of the 
actual conditions under which training is at 
present given. 

Review of the Position—There is general 
agreement that the courses run in accord- 
ance with the recommendations of the 
ad hoc committee are satisfactory up to a 
certain point. 

From the experience gained it appears. the 
following matters are detracting from the 
complete success of foremanship training 
courses:— 

(1) The wide difference in experience of 
persons taking the courses. 

(2) The length and detail of the courses 
are not sufficiently adaptable to the vary- 
ing needs of students. 

(3) The lack of a course of study to fill 
the gap at present existing between 
National Certificate, also City and Guilds 
courses and general foremanship courses. 

(4) The shortage of trained lecturers. 

(5) The lack of certification. 
Recommendations.—The committee makes 
recommendations under the following 
headings:— 

(1) Qualifications of persons permitted 
to take the course. 

(2) Review of the ad hoc committee’s 
syllabus. ; 
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(3) The type of lecturers and techniques 
required. 

(4) A distributing centre for hand-outs 
to students through the lecturers. 

(5) Standard examinations with certifi- 
cation endorsed by the concerned parties. 

(6) Possible courses for trades foremen, 
Rec. 1. Qualification of persons permitted 

to take the course-——The course shall be 
open to craftsmen who:— 

(a) Have some knowledge as general or 
craft foremen and some knowledge of all 
basic trades; or hold an ordinary national 
certificate and a City and Guilds of 
London certificate in a normal building 
craft, or a qualification of similar stan- 
dard; and 

(b) are recommended by their em- 

ployers or are accepted by an interviewing 
panel as suitable for training as general 
foremen. 
Rec. 2. Review of ad hoc committee’s 
syllabus for short-term course. Appendix A. 
Introduction—The committee knows only 
one school which has operated the .introduc- 
tory lectures as set out, and it was found 
necessary to repeat, either in the site plan- 
ning and organisation or the site admimi- 
stration subjects, the whole of the matter 
contained in the introductory lectures for 
the sake of continuity and build-up. 

Investigation into other courses imdicated 
that the main reasons for the omission of 
the introduction as-set out was to. avoid 
duplication of matter, not of the greatest 
importance, in so concentrated a course. 

The committee therefore recommends the 
deletion of Appendix A. In view of the wide 
range of experience and knowledge of the 
students permitted to take the course, the 
committee strongly recommends, wherever 
possible, the full general foremanship 
course be preceded by a preparafory course 
on the elements of foremanship, consisting 
of not less than six two-hour sessions in 
accordance with the syllabus in the attached 
Appendix A. 

Applicants accepted for the “ Full General 
Foremanship Course” below the rank of 
general foreman should be’ required to 
attend such introductory course. 

Appendix B. Elementary Mensuration and 
Surveying.—This syllabus i is considered satis- 
factory except that it is recommended the 
period be increased to 20 hours, 10 hours 
being devoted: to field work. 

Appendix C. Revision of Building Prac- 
tice—The committee is convinced this 
subject is serving a very useful purpose, but 
would point out that too few lecturers pay 
sufficient attention to the latter part of 
the first paragraph in Appendix C. it is 
recommended:— 

(1) Lecturers must be instructed to deal 
with the subjects from the general fore- 
man’s angle. 

(2) The lectures in this subject must be 
given by experts in the trade concerned. 


(3) Concreting should: occupy two 
sessions. 
(4) Carpentry and joinery should occupy 
, two sessions. 
' (5) Steel -and ironwork should . be 


changed to constructional steelwork, and 
confined to this. 

(6) Mechanical and domestic services 
should be omitted. 

(7)- Internal. finishes ‘should be omitted. 

(8) Theory: of . structures should be 
omitted. . 

(9) External -works. . It is. not necessary 
to .déal with: overhead-:services,..as, they 
so rarely concern the géneral foreman. 

(10) A session dealing with the London 
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Building Acts and/or local bye-laws could 

well be introduced into this subject, 

because of the close relationship to the 
trades and the need for a specialist to deal 
with these matters. 

The committee approves of the use of 
multiple choice tests which allow much more 
ground to be covered than would otherwise 
be ~=possible, provided the tests are 
informative. 


, Appendix D. Site Planning and Organisa- 
,tion. (1) Preliminary Stages of a Contract.— 
(a) Types of contracts as they concern 

the. general foreman. 

(b) The requirements, duties and 
powers of the architect, surveyor, factory 
inspector, local authorities, etc. 

(c) The methods of approach to site 
organisation: 

(d) Methods of studying drawings and 

.. specifications, etc. 
'. (2) Preliminary Site Planning. 

(a) Setting out, taking and recording 
levels, datums. 

(b) Hoardings, gantries and access to 
and around the site to run the job. 

(c) Positioning of temporary building 
supplies (water, light, power, etc.). 

(® Siting of offices, welfare accom- 
modation, etc. 

(6) Siting and placing bulk materials 
and arranging supplies. 

(f) Selecting, siting and movements of 
mechanical plant. 

(3) Planning and Organising Building 
Operations. 

(a) Excavations, foundations, 
pinning, constructional work, etc. 

b) Planning sequence of operations. 

Ms Ensuring supplies of materials and 


under- 


fabour. 

(d) Scaffolding, ordering, erecting and 
maintaining. Regulations and_ safety 
' measures. 

(e) Requirements of and planning for 
sub-contractors. 

(f) Co-ordinating the 
trades and sub-contractors. 

(g) Protection of finished work and 
checking for completion. 


Appendix E. Site Administration.—The 
deletion of item 7 is recomménded. Other- 
wise this syllabus is considered satisfactory. 


Appendix F. Personnel Mandgement and 
Welfare.—Revise Item 3 to read “Codes of 
welfare conditions in the building industry.” 
Otherwise this syllabus is considered satis- 
factory. 

Rec. 3. (a@ Types of lecturers and (b) 
techniques required—({a) The lecturers 
should be men of practical experience of the 
industry and job, who have been given train- 
ing in teaching techniques. It is essential 
that they shall have had first-hand experi- 
enee as builders’ general foremen. It is 
desirable for them to have successfully par- 
ticipated in a foremanship course. 

The prospective lecturer must be, in the 
broader sense, a student, devoted to his task 
and capable of studying and examining his 
subject for its improvement. 

Rec. 4. Distributing centre for hand-outs 
to students.—A distribution centre should be 
set up with the co-operation of the Ministry 
of Education, N.F.B.T.E. foremen’s associa- 
tions and lecturers. This centre should 
supply all necessary hand-outs, charts, 
schedules, etc., to the lecturer direct as 
required. 

The assistance of employers, sub-contract 
specialists, mechanical plant and scaffolding 


work of the 


,” contractors should he sought in preparing 
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folders of photographs for illustrating actual 
site conditions. 

The committee strongly urges the pre- 
paration of film strips illustrating works in 
progress, machine operations, methods of 
excavating and supporting earth, under- 
pinning, means of access to difficult sites, 
site layouts (i... temporary buildings), 
materials, and placing and pouring concrete. 

The centre could be responsible for the 
preparation and distribution of the film 
strips. The centre would also be used to 
pass on any relevant data and up-to-date 
information to individual lecturers. The 
centre could be the medium for schools or 
lecturers to contact specialist lecturers for 
the Building Practice Revision subjects. 


Rec. 5. Certification—The courses have 
now passed the experimental stage. It is, 
therefore, of fundamental importance to set 
up an Examiners and Moderating Board for 
the purpose of setting examinations and 
issuing certificates on a national basis. 

This committee is in complete agreement 
with Circular D.51.61 on certification issued 
by the Standing Committee for the Training 
of General Foremen. 


Rec. 6. Possible courses for Trades’ Fore- 
men.—There is, at present, a gap existing 
between City and Guilds examinations and 
general foremanship courses. The introduc- 
tion of a course for trades foremen would 
help to close the gap, provide education for 
the successful students and/or men who are 
recommended by their employers as potential 
foremen. ‘ 

It would also be of advantage to trades- 
men recommended by their employers for 
promotion. 

Following are some of -the advantages of 
such a course: An opportunity to train the 
mind to think objectively; fo study and ds&- 
cuss the requirements of other trades and 
train the mind to be aware of these require- 
ments; to think in terms of the whole job; 
see the purpose of programme work and 
timed operations; give opportunity for train- 
ing in methods of, and technique used, in 
handling men; in receiving and interpreting 
instructions; dealing with disputes, etc., and 
interpreting the Working Rule agreements; 
selecting men and planning the day’s work; 
arranging for materials and/or plant to be 
positioned in right quantities for the opera- 
tion; give practice in reading drawings; 
outline clearly the limitations of responsi- 
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bility, relationship with visitors to, and per. 
sonnel on, the site; and learn care of and 
use of plant, etc. 

Appendix A. General Foremanship Pre. 
paratory Class. 

Lecture 1. What men respond to: Ambj. 
tion; confidence; consideration; constructive 
criticism; persenal interest; pride; responsj. 
bility; self-respect; setting an example; 
leadership. 

Lecture 2. Handling men: Selection, em. 
ployment interview; starting the new man; 
training; follow up; discipline; transfers and 
promotion; pay-offs. 

Lecture 3. Personal efficiency: Observa- 
tion, constructive thinking; imagination; 
ideas; inspection; concentration; friendship, 

Lecture 4. Solving problems: Clear 
thinking; calmness; getting the facts; making 
decisions. 

Lecture 5. Getting the most out of your 
day: Routine supervision; getting the day’s 
work started; maintaining quality; checking 
up; giving information. 


NATIONALISATION OF THE 
BUILDING INDUSTRY 


To be discussed at Annual Conference 
of N.F.B.T.O. 


NATIONALISATION of the building 

industry is one of the motions down 
for discussion at the annual conference of 
the National Federation of Building Trades 
Operatives, to be held at Cleethorpes from 
June 26 to 29, In this connection the North 
Western Counties Regional Council has sub- 
mitted the following resolution:— 

“That this Conference reaffirms its 
acceptance of the plan for the nationalisa- 
tion of the building industry presented at 
the 1950 Conference. It remains com 
vinced that the only final solution to the 
many problems which beset the industry is 
its transfer to public ownership. Con- 
ference nevertheless is sensible of the fact 
that this will not be achieved until the 
entire building trades movement is 
mobilised into active support of the leader- 
ship on this issue. It accordingly pledges 
itself to propagate its policy severally and 
calls upon the E.C. to lead a sustained 
propaganda by the issue of leaflets, posters, 
speakers’ notes and other appropriate and 
convenient means of publicity.” 

Other motions, in the name of the Plumb- 
ing Trades Union, the Scottish Painters’ 
Society, and the Eastern Counties and Scot- 
tish Regional Councils, embody demands for 
new wage increases. The Plumbing Trades 
Union want a 34d. per hour increase, and 
the Scottish Painters’ Society wants the 
Executive Committee “ to proceed to imple- 
ment in full the previous demand of 6d. pet 
hour increase.” 

Five other motions on the agenda demand, 
in effect, a fortnight’s annual holiday with 
pay. The elimination of all grades below 
“A” is also called for in two resolutions. 

The Executive Committee’s annual report, 
to be presented at the Conference, says “ Satis- 
faction of housing needs is still a very long 
way off. The shortage of houses becomes 
cumulative, and we would judge from the 
information at our disposal that a good 
many more than 200,000 houses are 
annually to cope with the pressing demands 
of the public. 

“We do not think any other Government 
conceivable in present circumstances could 
have done better, or even as well, but there 


-is a deal of unrest among the unhappy house 


hunters which nothing can assuage but the 
provision of houses.” 
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REPAIR OF CHURCHES 


Report to be considered by Church 
Assembly 


A REPORT,* published on June 9, to come 
before the Church Assembly this month, 
emphasises that, as a result of war-time and 

t-war conditions, there is now “the 
grave problem of an overwhelming number 
of ancient churches of high architectural and 
historic value in a condition demanding ex- 
tensive and immediate repair, the cost of 
which is beyond the resources of parish or 
diocese.” The outstanding repairs cannot 
be accurately estimated without a survey, 
but the cost “ will clearly amount to several 
million pounds.” 

The report emphasises that “ the situation 
grows worse with every month that passes ”; 
and suggests a scheme requiring the parishes 
to set aside money annually for any repairs 
needed after a quinquennial inspection to be 
centrally organised; and the establishment 
of “pools of craftsmen similar to the teams 
ow maintained by some cathedrals.” The 
geport recommends that a Commission 
should be set up “to consider the whole 
problem and to report to the Assembly at 
the earliest possible moment.” 


DISTRICT HEATING 
Working Party’s Recommendations 


THE INTERIM REPORT of a Working Party 
set up by the Minister of Health in March, 
1948, to consider district heating in rela- 
tion fo public water supplies has been issued 
by the Ministry of Local Government and 
Planning (Stationery Office, 6d.). The 
Working Party unanimously recommend that 
all district heating schemes should be de- 
signed to supply heat and hot water by the 
indirect rather than by the direct method. 

In the indirect method of district heating, 
hot water or steam circulates through a 
closed system of pipes, and the water is 
heated in individual calorifiers in the houses 
or flats. The heating coil of the calorifiers 
forms part of the closed circuit of the dis- 
trict heating scheme. By the use of this 
method the amount of hot water available 
to a household at any one time is limited, 
and depends chiefly on the capacity of the 
falorifier. All the water used in the home 


_ is drawn from the cold water service pipe 





 SP.CK. 


onnecting the home with the water under- 
taking’s supply main. The district heating 
authority’s mains supply heat only, and the 
tap-water is heated inside each home. 

In the direct method of district heating, 
hot water is supplied directly to the taps of 
individual homes by flow and return mains, 
which carry the hot water from a central 
heating station. There is also a separate 
system of pipes forming a closed circuit for 
the space heating of the houses. In this way 
the heating authority’s mains supply both 
space heating and hot water, and the hot 
water drawn by the household from the tap 
does not pass through the service mains of 
the water undertaking. 

The main criticism which the report makes 
of the direct method is that it is likely to 
ause a heavy increase in water consump- 
tion. If the direct method were adopted 
there might also be difficulties in determining 
where the responsibility lay between water 
‘undertakers and district heating authorities 
for the quality of water delivered at’ the 
consumers’ taps. 

*“The Repair of Churches,” published for the 
“Central Council for the Care of Churches. Obtain- 
able from the Church Information Board, Church 


jouse, (Deans-yard, Westminster, §.W.1, and 
Price 2d. By post 4d. 
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Much of the information on which the 
report is based was supplied by water 
undertakers in different parts of the country, 
and the Working Party acknowledge their 
debt in this matter. The Working Party 
hope to deal with other aspects of district 
heating, which have already received pre- 
liminary consideration, in a further report. 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 
Licensing of Non-Ferrous Metals 


An Order made by the Minister of Supply 
extends the licensing system for unwrought 
copper, lead and zinc from July 2 to include 
licensing of scrap and residues of these 
metais. 


Under the Order a licence will be necessary 
to acquire, treat, use and consume copper, 
lead, lead alloys and zinc; and any scrap 
or residue of these metals or their alloys 
The Order—The Copper Lead and Zinc Dis- 
tribution Order, 1951 (S.S.I., 1951, No. 981) 
—is dated June 6. 


BRITISH STANDARDS 


Steel Wire and Ropes 


B.S. 329 : 1951 deals with round strand 
steel wire suspension ropes for lifts and 
hoists. This revision of the standard, which 
was previously revised in 1939, was under- 
taken at the request of the Lifts, Hoists and 
Escalators Committee for the inclusion of 
eight-strand ropes and ropes having a tensile 
range of 70 to 80 tons per sq. in., the tensile 
ranges now included being 70 to 80 and 80 
to 90 tons per sq. in. 

A departure from previous practice is that 
this revision now expresses the size of rope 
by the diameter and not by the circumfer- 
ence, a change which is considered to be in 
the best interests of all concerned, and which 
now brings British practice into conformity 
with the current practice in other countries. 

Copies of this standard can be obtained 
from the British Standards Institution, Sales 
Department, 24, Victoria-street, S.W.1, price 
3s. post free. 








Just Published 
11th Edition, revised 


HOW TO ESTIMATE 


By JOHN T. REA 


This standard work gives full 
details of estimating for every 
class of building work and in- 
cludes thousands of prices and 
much useful memoranda. The 
new edition has been brought up- 
to-date to September, 1950 by the 
inclusion of comparative tables 
giving details of increases in costs 
of materials and: labour for the 
years 1936/7, 1939, and 1944 to 
1950 inclusive, together with 
notes on the controls and regula- 
tions affecting civil building. 
With over 600 illustrations. 

Price 21s. net (by post 21s. 10d.) 


B. T. BATSFORD LTD. 
15 North Audiey Street, London, W.1 
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SHORTAGE OF STEEL 
REINFORCING RODS 


Minister of Works on the Supply 
Position 
"HE serious shortage of steel bars for 
precast reinforced concrete, and of 
wire for prestressed concrete, was the 
major topic at the recent annual luncheon 
of the British Cast Concrete Federation, held 
in London recently. In the course of his 
speech proposing the toast of “ Our Guests,” 
the chairman, Mr. R. H. BATES, M.B.E., 
referred to the letter sent to the former 
Minister of Works and to the recent joint 
deputation received by the Minister of 
Supply, at which he had stated that many 
concrete products factories were working on 
short time, while others, unless there were 
immediate improvement, would have to 
reduce output and inevitably cease produc- 
tion. 


It was true to say that if reinforced con- 
crete were used, three to five, or even six 
times as many buildings could be erected 
with the same steel content; and that fact, 
coupled with the greater protection to the 
steel and its obvious advantage in with- 
standing explosive shocks, must be in the 
national interest not only during the imme- 
diate steel crisis but also, he submitted, as a 
long-term policy. 

‘The orders which had been accepted by 
their steel suppliers were but a small pro- — 
portion of their normal requirements—so 
small as to surprise the Minister of Supply— 
and no other industry in the country was in 
so disastrous a position. If experienced 
men were allowed to drift away from the 
industry the repercussions would, he stressed, 
be serious. 


Mr. GEORGE A. BROWN, M.P., Minister of 
Works, in responding to the toast, said that 
obviously the real problem affecting their 
industry, as he well understood, was this 
question of steel reinforcing rods and wire 
for prestressing. He thought that the first 
thing that one was bound to say and have 
in mind was that, obviously, they could not 
get what was not there, and it was no use 
talking to each other as if, by using a lot of 
bold words, they. could do that. It just 
could not be done. -What Mr. Stokes had in 
mind, and what he had ia mind, was that it 
was very difficult these days, particularly in 
this rather awkward period when they had 
neither the chance to concentrate wholly on 
a peace-time programme of work nor to 
have wholly a war-time atmosphere, and 
they had to present things in such a way 
as neither to panic people nor develop the 
wrong attitudes, and yet be able to create 
the right psychological attitudes. In such a 
period it was very much a matter of 
priorities and particular uses. 


Export Programme Revised 

So far as rods were concerned, the 
Ministry of Supply had, in fact, tried to help. 
They had made a révocation in exports for 
the current year, and that would make some- 
thing equivalent to 40,000 tons more rods 
available in a year for the home market, 
which was a very’ considerable contribution 
to the immediate problem, particularly when, 
as he said, one was working within the limit 
of what was there and when it was, by 
changing it about, that you could get more 
for a particular job. 

They were giving, he knew, considerable 
attention to how they could secure better 
distribution of billets in order to avoid 
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shortages which were arising from maldistri- 
bution, to use a horrible word from the 
current jargon. They would do what they 
could, in consultation with the Federation, 
and he had taken note of what had been 
said and the warning that had been given. 
They would do what they could jointly to 
see how to solve the problems leading to the 
issue. But, with the defence programme 
coming in at this stage, together with the 
existing civil programme, however the 
Government tried to cut the capital invest- 
ments which were not essential, it was bound 
to complicate things and it was bound to 
make for an awkward period. 

They could all have a great deal of fun 
with each other in the course of it, but he 
thought that, on the whole, they would meet 
the problem much better if they had, as he 
knew they would, the closest co-operation 
between the Federation and others like them 
and his own department, all of them being 
anxious to find the best way out of the par- 
ticular difficulty that they could. It would 
be very greatly welcomed, he assured them, 
particularly because he had too long an 
association with them not to know how those 
things had got to be ironed out with the prac- 
tical men still on the job. The Ministry 
would welcome the constructive proposals 
which the Federation had to make and would 
try to work out their own, and he hoped that 
they would have that sort of co-operation 
which between them would help to make 
some common sense out of what was bound 
to be, in the very nature of things, a very 
difficult period immediately ahead. 

He was told that during recent weeks the 
total production of cement had exceeded 
200,000 tons a week for the first time ever 
—(applause)—and he was told that the 
home supplies had in recent weeks been 
getting something of the order of nearly 
180,000 tons.a week—again a record figure— 
so there was something encouraging in that 
particular picture. 


BRITISH PLASTICS EXHIBITION 


First fully-representative Show 


THE British Plastics Exhibition and Con- 
vention was opened by Sir Hartley Shaw- 
gross, President of the Beard of Trade, on 
June 6 at Olympia. This is the first time 
that all sections of the industry have taken 
part. Since 1945 exports of plastic 
materials have increased eight-fold and now 
stand at the annual rate of 35,000 tons. 
worth £12,000,000. 


The exhibits, restricted to the production 
of the British Commonwealth, are in three 
main divisions, plastic materials, manufac- 
tured articles and plant and equipment. 
There is also a feature entitled “ Plastic 
Design and -Use” organised with the co- 
operation of the British Plastics Federation 
and the Council of Industrial Design. 
Present’ shortages of essential chemicals 
needed for the manufacture of materials 
has not discouraged the exhibitors or the re- 
search groups. One group of exhibits 
demonstrates the use of plastics in the con- 
struction of ships, railway carriages, hotels 
and offices. Included in this group is the 
craftsmanship and art sections. In the art 
section may be seen a sculptured picture, 
carved in plastic board, by H. Brough- 
Robertson, which was illustrated in The 
Builder of April 27 last. There are also 
examples of one-piece pressure-moulded small 
boats and synthetic resin-bound dinghies 
and boats made from laminated plywood. 

The section of particular interest to the 
building industry shows the growing use of 
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laminated wood and there are noticeable 
additions and improvements in this field. Of 
particular note is the new wide Celloboard, 
which can be cut to any required length. 
The usual household fittings are in abund- 
ance together with new devices of less con- 
ventional design. 

There is, however, no marked advance in 
the use of plastics for constructional pur- 
poses. The usual items associated with this 
material are well represented and improve- 
ments in ventilation, insulation and seamless 
ducts are the centre of more research in the 
plastic industry for the building professions. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

A Competition for Efficiency 

Acrow (Engineers), Ltd., inform us that 
they have postponed the closing date of 
their £1,000 competition for ideas for improv- 
ing the efficiency of building to July 31 next. 
Details are obtainable from the company at 
South Wharf, Paddington, W.2. 
Revised Price Schedules 

Owing to the 50 per cent. increase in the 
cost of timber, Mr. Thomas V. Hutchins, 
of 22, Oakley-square, N.W.1, publisher of 
“Priced Schedules” for the building trade, 
has prepared and printed the “Carpenter 
and Joiner” schedule revised to June, 1951, 
as a_free replacement to all users of the 
schedules. 
Building Firm’s Centenary 

The story of Thurman and White, Ltd., 
134-36, Canonbury-road, Islington, N.1, is 
told in a centenary booklet issued by the 
firm recently. The growth of this building 
company is told in great detail and the 
influences: of the times together with the 
personalities is recorded with satisfaction and 
traditional pride. In 1945 this firm was 
entrusted with the repair and renovation of 
the hammer beam roof of the Great Hall 
of Lincoln’s Inn. : 
Building Exhibition, Chester 

The Minister of Works, the Rt. Hon. 
George Brown, M.P., will open the ““ Modern 
Building ” exhibition at the Little Roodee, 
Chester, on June 22. One of the main 
features of the exhibition, which is organ- 
ised by the Ministry of Works in associa- 
tion with the building industry, will be a 
demonstration of mechanical aids to building 
by 50 manufacturers of plant and equip- 
ment. The exhibition continues open until 
June 30. 


RUBBER 
FLOORING 


RUBBER STAIR 
COVERINGS, 


AND 
LATEX-CEMENT 
FLOORS 


By 
RUBBALUX COMPANY 


LAYING SERVICE 
THROUGHOUT GREAT BRITAIN 
Contractors to: 

Air Ministry ° British Railways 
British European Airways 
County and Local Councils 
Regional Hospital Boards 
8 HOLBEIN PLACE, LONDON, S.W.1 
Telephone: SLOANE 4065/4021 
OUR NEW SUPER-HARD FLOORING TILES 
NOW SPECIFIED BY LEADING ARCHITECTS 
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Dunlop Appointments 

Mr. John W. Wilson, F.R.1B 
A.M.T.P.1, ‘who has been  appoin 
Dunlop’s architectural consultant, has beg 
succeeded as company architect by 
Stuart Bentley, F.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.I. 
Building Societies Association 

Mr. W. W. Wetherill, J.P. (Hastings 
Thanet), has been re-elected chairman 
the Building Societies’ Association and } 
Hubert Newton, F.C.1.S. (Leek and Moo, 
lands) has been reappointed deputy chajp 
man. 
“ Labour-serving ” Machinery 

Machinery is usually described as “ labour 
saving.” The L.M.B.A. has decided thy 
the mechanical tools used in the bui 
industry are much more accurately described 
as “labour-serving.” That term is to 
used in all future L.M.B.A. reference ty 
the subject. 


L.M.B.A. Cricket Match 

The L.M.B.A. team, captained by Mr. G 
P. Parker, is to play the Blue Circle Spory 
and Social Club at Snaresbrook on Friday, 
June 22. 


Australian Business Visit 

Two Australian business executives, Mr, 
John W. Blaiklock and Mr. John H. DPD, 
Marks, who are inferested in companies 
handling building materials, left Sydney by 
air on May 26 on a ten weeks’ business trip 
to the United States, the United Kingdom 
and the Continent. During their visit to 
Britain they will be interested particularly 
in contacting makers of heavy clay products, 
bituminous roofing materials and _ similar 
products, and light weight aggregates. Dur 
ing their stay, the visitors will be at the 
Normandie Hotel, Knightsbridge, S.W.1. 


TRADE NEWS 


Change of Address 

The executive offices of Blaw Knox, Ltd, 
have been moved to 90-94, Brompton-road, 
$.W.3. Tel.: Kensington 5151. 
Firm’s Southern Representative 

Stramit Boards, Ltd., have announced 
that from June 5 the address of ther 
Southern technical representative is a 
follows: Mr. G. W. H. Haines, Salisbury 
House, 229, Cheriton-rd., Folkestone, Kent. 
Appointment of Directors 

A change in the board of directors of 
Vulcan; Products, Ltd. was _ recently 
announced with the addition Of Mr. Frank 
W. R. Douglas, Mr. F. R. Eden, Mr. A. L. 
Smith and Mr. E. C. Wingrove. Mr. 
Wilmin remains in his capacity of chairman 
and managing director, Mr. Douglas being 
the deputy chairman. 


New Multipoint Heater 

A new model instantaneous water heater, 
the balanced flue multipoint gas heater, type 
715, has been introduced by Ascot Gas 
Water Heaters, Ltd. Enclosure of the heater 
and external inlet and outlet ducts prevent 
products of combustion from escaping into 
the room. Air necessary is drawn through a 
duct from the external atmosphere and not 
from the room in which -the heater 1s 
installed, whilst waste gases are exhausted 
through an adjacent flueway. The wall ter- 
minal admits air into the inlet duct, allows 
escape of flue gases and is designed to pre 
vent recirculation. This model, which is 4 
development of an existing type, is simpler 
and less conventional than the original. 
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Belt Drives in the House of Commons 

J. H. Fenner and Co., Ltd., Hull, York- 
shire, England, have recently issued a leaflet 
jn connection with the installation of their 
V-belt drives for the heating and air- 
conditioning system in the new House of 
Commons. In all, 51 complete drives have 
been installed. 


Lead Products for Building Industry. 

A new list of lead products of use in the 
building industry has been issued by Asso- 
ciated Lead Manufacturers, Ltd., Ibex House, 
Minories, E.C.3. - The Association has also 
jssued another booklet, “ Hydraulic-drawn 
Lead Traps, Bends and Offsets with Brass 
Wastes and Other Fittings.” Copies of both 
booklets are available on application to the 
above address, 


Pumps and Pumping 

James Beresford and Son, Ltd., Marston 
Green, Birmingham 33, have recently pub- 
lished a brochure entitled “Pumps and 
Pumping.” This attractively presented 
brochure has been produced largely for the 
private pump user who may not possess a 
great deal of pumping experience, but the 
section dealing with the history of pumping 
is of general interest. Although the emphasis 
is on their own wide range of pumps the 
brochure contains much general information 
on the principles involved in pumping and 
the various types of pump. Copies may be 
obtained from the above address. 


Soil Block Manufacturers 

A machine for producing stabilised soil 
blocks suitable for native housing estates 
in East Africa, where building materials 
must be capable of withstanding high rain- 
fall and attacks by white ants, is being 
manufactured by Winget, Limited. - The 
blocks produced by the Winget Rotary 
Hydraulic Block Machine, as it is called, 
are of a perfect squareness, have a crush- 
ing strength sufficiently high to allow the 
substitution of 6-in. for 9-in. walls in 
single-storey buildings, and are claimed to 
be in advance of anything else of their type 
made in Africa. Experiments have shown 
that the blocks can be made from a wide 
range of soils, but those containing a high 
proportion of well-graded sand with suffi- 
cient clay and colloids to bind them together 
are especially suitable. The development 
of the machine followed an approach to the 
firm from the Overseas Food Corporation. 


THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
NEW BUILDINGS 


Argylishire.—Plans have, been prepared for 32 
houses to be erected by the Corporation of Inverary 
at The Barn Park housing site. The-architect is 
— Sinclair F.R.I.B.A., Municipal-bldgs., In- 

Edinburgh. —Plans have been prepared for tte. 
sion for Messrs. Anderson (Edinburgh), d., a 
ep aemeriost., Leth Walk, for which the oe 
tect is Mr. A. H. Mottram, A.R.I.B.A., 14, Frederick- 
~ ea End, Edinburgh. 

w.—Corpo ration has plang in hand for new 
public’ hall for tha Craigton district, for which the 
architect is Mr. ‘James MacMillan Riddit 

AInst.C.E., Municipal-chbrs., George-sq.. Glasgow, 


repared for new muni- 
for which the 
-R.I.B.A., 129, 


‘Glasgow. —Plans to be 
cipal school at The Barrhead-rd., 
architect is Mr. John MacNab. 
. Blythswood, Glasgow, W.C.2. 

Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for the Merchant 
Navy Welfare Beard for the conversion and addi- 
tions of Oxford-st. warehouse buildings. The archi- 

t is Mr. Magnus Duncan, » 243, Eglin- 
ton-st.. Eglinton Toll, Glasgow, 8.2. 

Island of Cumbrae.—Plans to be prepared for 18 

ses at Kames Bay, Millport, for which the 
architect is Mr. John Russell, Master of Works, 
Municipal- cbidgs.. Millport. 

markshire.—Plans in hand or new garages, 

8, waiting-rooms and other accommodation to 
be erected at Breckenbrai-rd.. Bishopbriggs, and 
for which the architect is Mr. John-S. Ruthven, 62, 
enmuir-av., Bishopbriggs. 
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FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included 
in this list see previous issues. Those with an 
asterisk are advertised in this number. The dates 
at the heads of paragraphs are those for the sub- 
mission of tenders; a dagger (t+) denotes closing 
date for applications; the name and address at the 
end refer to the person from whom particulars may 
be obtained. 


BUILDING 


JUNE 21. 
“Surrey a to Forbes House, Ham 
Common, County / 


*tWores. C. C.—Primary school at Halesowen. 
a . Lomas (F.), County A., 14, Castle-st. Dep. 
S. 


JUNE 22. 
t+tNorthampton C.B.—(1) Eight old persons’ flats, 
Abington estate, (2) 8 old persons’ flats and 8 
bungalows, Spencer estate.. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 
in each case. 
JUNE 23. 
*tEssex C.C.—Primary sckool at St. John’s-rd., 
Epping. H. a aoa (F.), County Hall, Chelmsford. 
(Cost, ” £41, 000.) 


*+Folkestone T.C.—Reroofing of 72 houses at 
Canterbury-rd. estate. B.E., Municipal Offices. 

*Rickmansworth U.D.C.—Erection of six bunga- 
lows at Springwell-ave. E. & 8S. Dep. £3 3s. 

*Wayland R.D.C.—50 dwellings. in four contracts, 
at Cyprus Meadow estate, Attleborough. J. Bam- 
ford, Surveyor, Housing Officer and Drainage En- 
gineer, Council Offices, Attleborough, . Norfolk. 
Dep. £2 2s. A 


JUNE 25. 

*Aireborough U.D.C.—Eight houses at Bolton 
House estate. E. & S., Micklefield House, Raw- 
don, nr. Leeds. Dep. £2 2s. 

*tEast Suffolk C.C.—Three police houses at 
Darsham-rd., Halesworth.’ County A., County Hall, 
Ipswich. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by July 13. 

+Frome ‘R.D.C.—Erection of 37 houses with site 
preparation work at Dunney Village. Humphrey 
a Goldsmith, F.R.I.B.A., 18, Gay-st., Bath. Dep. 

2 2s. 

*tGlamorgan C.C.—Applicafions are invited from 
contractors wishing to tender during the period 
ending March 31, 1953. L. R. Gower, F.R.1.B.A., 
County A., Glamorgan County Hall, Cardiff. 

Welwyn ’R.D.C.—24 houses at Hawbush Common 
estate. S., Council Offices, By-Pass-rd., Welwyn. 
Dep. £3 3s. 
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Helicon floors are light, 
rigid, fireproof, sound- 
resisting and hygienic, 
and are readily adapted 
to meet all requirements. Speedy erection 
makes them economical. 


| FERRO-CONCRETE DESIGN 





E 
“IN SITU" FLOORS 





Manyofthefinest 
buildings in the 
country today are 
constructed of 
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THE 


Helicon. Architects and engineers appreciate 
its fitness for purpose—they appreciate, too, 
this form of construction. 
PRE-CAST CONCRETE For free advice on 
AND CAST STONE ferso= concrete 
construction, call, 
to call. 
HELICAL BAR & ENGINEERING ¢% L'®- 
S$.W.f. PHONE: VICTORIA 6838. RESIDENT 
AGENTS: BIRMINGHAM, MIDDLESBROUGH, 


the specialised advice which is so necessary in 
this or on any type 
° 
write or phone for a technical representative 
82, VICTORIA STREET, WESTMINSTER, LONDON, 
NEWCASTLE, 
IW so 





-House. Dep. £2 
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UNE 26. 
PO ay T.c.—(a) 18 houses at Reevy-rd.: (b) 
——— Letherlands-ave. 1.C., Town Hall. 


Dep. £2 

JUNE 27. 
Strood (Kent) R.D.C.—28 aeoees. Hollywood-la., 
Wainscott, Frindsbury Extra. D. P. Terry, E. & S., 


Council Offices. Dep. £5 5s. 
JUNE 29. 
Farnham U.D.C.—16 houses at Heath End ex- 
seg G. Maxwell Aylwin, A.R.I.B.A., 26, West- 
, Farnham.. Dep. £2. 


JUNE 30. 

*tCornwall C.C.—(a) General building contract; 
(b) hot water heating, Lot and cold water and fire- 
fighting services; (c) electrical services at new 
junior school, Torpoint. S. Gregson (F.), County 
A., County Hall, Truro. Dep. £5 5s. for (a) and 
£3 3s. for (b) or (c). 

Neath B.C.—(a) 16 houses, contract “ 
houses, contract “E.” All on Cimla No. 2 
Boro’ E., Gwyn Hall, Neath. Dep. £3 3s. 

*Rickmansworth U.D.C.—Erection of 32 <velines 
- — Way housing estate. E. & S. Dep. 

3 

‘Stretford T.C.—Cleansing — at Urmston-la. 
tip. B.S., Town Hall. Dep. “2 


D.” (b) 18 
site. 


JULY 
*tBillericay U.D.C.—12 | at permanent 
housing site. S., Council Offices, High-st. Dep. 


2 2s. 

JULY 

Bury ws a ty dwellings, 
Boro’ E. & 8. Dep. £2 2s. 

Gosport B. C.—80 Hatlets, together with road and 
sewer works. Boro’ E. Dep. £2 2s. 

JULY 3. 

Brighton T.C.—Erection of 29 dwellings (section 
lc) and 46 dwellings (section 1d), North Brighton 
estate. B.E. & 8., 26-30, King’s-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 
for each section. 

*Lee Conservancy Catchment Board.—Workshops 
and stores at The + eae re tae st., Cheshunt. 


Nessinn Fold estate. 


M. Nixon, M.B.E., A.M.I.C.E., Tke Grange. 
Dep. £3. 
*Spalding U.D.C.—34 houses at St. Paul’s estate. 
S., Short-st. Dep. £2 2s. 
JULY 
*Wem R.D,C.—24 houses ‘a ‘Shawbury. Townsend 
& Renaudon, F.R.1.CS., 40-42, Stoke-rd., Shelton, 


Stoke-on-Trent. Dep. £2 2s. 


JUL 
*Leicester C.B.—Four » he at Stocking Farm 
— Chairman of the Housing Com. Dep. 
£2 28 


“Leet C.B.—38 houses ~ 7 Parks estate. 
Housing Architect. oat £2 


LY 6. 
*Harrow U.D. ¢.—Public convenience at Whit- 
church-la. E. &°S., Council Offices, Stanmore. 


Dep. £2. 
JULY 9, 

*Chesham U.D.C.—EFight s.d. houses with garages 
on’ a site fronting Fullers Hill. L. C. Powell, 
F.R.1.B.A., —— House, Station-rd., Chesham, 
Bucks. Dep. £2 28 

*Cuckfield U.D.C. ihe pair of houses at Oathall- 
ave., Haywards Heath. R. J. Willett, S., “ Oak- 
lands, »* Haywards Heath. Dep. £1 1s. 

*Littlehampton U. ay eke flats at Wickbourne 
housing scheme. weet , Council Offices, Manor 


R. D738 houses, 
Thatcham, Berks. Eric G. V. Hives, L.R.1.B.A., 
Council’s A., 3, Cork-st., Reading. Dep. £2 2s. 

*West Riding Standing Joint Committee,—Garage 
extension at’ Constabulary bmg ge Back 
Bond-st., Wakefield. County A., “ Bishopgarth,” 
Westfield-rd., Wakefield. a £2 2s. 


Newbury Northfield- oF site, 


JULY 

*St. Albans T.C. nen office ‘block and alterations 
to — Treasurer’s Offices. City E. & S. Dep. 
£2 2s. , 

JULY 16. 

*Frinton and Walton U.D.C.—Public conveniences 
with extension of sewer at Park playing field. 8. E. 
Carroll (L.), — Weeley Heath, Clacton-on- 
Sea. Dep. 

JULY 23. 

*S$tockton-on-Tees E.C.—Junior Mixed and Infant 
Roman Catholic School, Durham-rd. Boro’ Ed. 
Officer, Ed. Dept., 32, Dovecot-st. Dep. £2 2s. 


JULY 26. 
.C.—20 flats at Batford North 


*Harpenden U.D 
Dep. £1 1s. 


estate. C., Harpenden Hall. 


NO DATE. 

*Lincoin (Parts of Lindsey) C.C.—Hostel for old 
people at Cleethorpes. County A., County Offices, 
Lincoln. 

*Middlesiax C€.C.—Applications invited from firms 
wishing to carry out contracts an oe etc. 


County A., 10, Great George-st.. 
“Preston C.B.—Electrical ietietion at Ribble- 
ton Hall County Prim. Sch. B.E. & 8S. Dep. £1 1s. 
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PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 


MATERIALS, ETC. 
Groydon C.B.—E ot - ti of h 
.—External painting ouses. 
Boro’ Valuer 71, Park-la., Croydon. Dep. £1 1s. 


JUNE 29. 
*Dunsiable T.C.—External painting and repair of 
74 houses at Beecroft and Brewers Hill. estates. 
Housing Estates Bet Municipal Offices. 


*Twickenham 7.0. Hot 
lavatory basins to 38 apn 


water services and 
B.E. & S. 


JULY 6. 
ary B.C Jojanoreal painting at nine schools. 
B.E. & 8. Dep. £2 2s. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


JUNE 23. 
tGrantham B. o—Road and sewer works at sites 
4b and 6a, Harrowby-la. and Belton-la. areas. B.E. 
& S.. Guildhall, aaa ae £2 


Moat 


JUN 
olverhampton C. Be Roads ~~ sewers, 
E. Dep. £2 2s. 


means estate, pecs oo Boro’ 


UNE 29. 
*Berks 6.C. —shdsgteiene and provision of sewage 
disposal plant at Holyport Manor Sch., Maiden- 
a. County A., Wilton House, Reading. Dep. 


UNE 30. 

Mere and name R.D.C.—Extension of water 
mains oe Fe ef the parishes of Mere, Tisbury, 
Swallowcliffe, Donhead St. Andrew, Donhead &t. 
Mary, East and West Knoyle. T. Ward Whitfield. 
consultant engineer, Hilperton, Trowbridge, Wilts. 
Dep. £3 3s. 


JULY 6. 
"Eastwood U.D.C.—Roads and sewers at Church 
| ogo (No. 3 scheme). C., Council Offices, 
ep. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Croydon.—ReconsTrRucTion oF Bus GaraGeE.—The 
London Transport Executive propose the recon- 
struction of their garage at Croydon. The archi- 
a; are A wecpan & Partners, F. & A.R.I.B.A., 

%, Upper Mall, W.C. 

+ 06 Cg a OF ~ GaRAGE.— 
Wallis, Gilbert & Partners, FF.R.I.B 5, Crom- 
well-rd., S.W.7, are the architects for “the. recon- 
struction of Horachurch bus garage for the London 
Transport Executive. 


London Bridge.—ResviLDInc or Hospitat.—The 
Governors of Guy’s Hospital have been given per- 
mission to p with the rebuilding of a large 
part of the hospital. e cost is estimated at 
about £1m. The present proposal is for an 
additional block to kouse 350 beds. 

+ Slough. — Bus Garage. ~— Thomas Bilbow, 

F.R.I.B.A., architect to London Transport Executive, 
56, Broadway, 8.W.1, has prepared plans for new 
bus garage at Slough. 

Woolwich.—F.ats.—B.C. are negotiating with the 
Church Commissioners to mre the land and 
build the 24 flats proposed by tte Commissioners in 

ry-pl., using the inna aan prepared for 
them by the architectural staff of Messrs. Clutton, 
AR agents and surveyors, 5, Great College-st., 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Aldershot.—B.C. propose to erect 24 flats at 
Holly-rd. 

Ainwick.—R.D.C. to erect 18 terrace houses at 
Felton and 12 houses, Glanton. Architect, T. J. 
Cahill, Lloyds Bank-chbrs., Alnwick. 


Alston.—R.D.C. propose 16 houses, ‘‘ The Firs.” 

Birkenhead.—E.C. approved sketch plans for first 
stage of proposed Jnr. Mixed & Inf. sch., Trenton-la. 

Blackpool._B.S. to prepare plans for proposed 
Mereside & Bispham Cty. Inf. Sch. staat 

Blaydon-on-Tyne.—L. G. Couves & Partners, Car- 
liol House, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, ‘have been 
appointed architects for a second big Spans 
power station. 


Bolton.—E.C. approved layout for proposed inf. 
dept. at High Lawn C.P. School mt 
Brighouse.—B.C. granted es for erection 
of offices at_ Rastrick Common, for J. W. Miller & 
Son, Ltd.—B.C. Housing Com. sprreved revised 
layout plan submitted by Boro’ for Rastrick 
(Field-la.) housing site. 
Burton-on-Trent.—B.C. propose. new wholesale 
warehouse with loading bay at Wholesale yen 
Carlisle—Tenders to be invited for new 
shops for the blind at Petteril Bank. Architect. R. 
Wright, 13, Castle-st., Carlisle. 


Carlisle—City E., 18, Fisher-st., Carlisle, - 


been asked to prepare plans for provision of 
Bink sce accommodation in place of huts at Giris 
year. 


Work is not likely to start until next 
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“THE BUILDER” PRICES 


ASBESTOS CEMENT 
Following increases in costs, the Ministry of 
Works have authorised the Atlas Stone Co., Ltd., 
to increase current selling prices of their asbestos 
cement building materials by 9 per cent.. The 
increase will apply to all deliveries made on and 
after June 11. 


& P. for consent to borrow £44,724 for erection of 
40 on at Broadfield housing estate 
Liverpool.—Reg. Hospital Brd. preparing quantj. 

ties for proposed extensions to outpatients’ dept, 
Walton Hospital. 

Loughborough.—H. Morris, Ltd., propose largg 
eee to factory, Meadow-la. 
Rs. er propose large bus depot, Stret 
‘ord-r 

Middlesbrough.—Beverley Bros., Eagle Brewery, 
Wakefield, are to build temporary ve in 
“Orlit” construction at Saltersgiil-ave. rehi. 











Cheshire.—C.C. propose erection of firemen’s 
houses as follows:—Altrincham, 9; Congleton, 6; 
Hyde, 8; Sale, 6; Hoylake, 8; and Runcorn, 8. 
Cty. A., F. M. Parkes 

Cheshire.—M.0.H. sameeee eoecage 0 of a hostel 
block at Wrenbury Hall, Wrenbury, for C.C. 

Chester-le-Street.—R.D.O. has dacided to proceed 
immediately with 40 houses, Longshaske-ave., 
Birtley ; 100 * ‘ Airey” houses, Kibblesworth and 52 
“* Airey” houses and 24 traditional houses, Pelton. 
Tenders are pee obtained. Plans as by F. Bow- 
man, Great North-rd., Birtley. 

Chorley.—B.C. approved sec. mod. eg Clover-rd. 
G. Noel. ill, Cty. A. 

Choriey.—B.C. approved plans for new weaving 
shed, welfare dept. and lavatories and air-condi- 
tioning plant at Greenfield Mill, for Brindles, Ltd. 

Coalville.—Proposals by U.D.C. for erection’ of 74 
houses and 16 bungalows at Greenhill-rd. have 
been approved by Leicestershire Western Area Plan- 
ning Sub-Com. 

Coventry.—T.C. approved sketch plans for Stoke 
Aldermoor neighbourhood unit, Hall Farm estate. 
Architect, B. Reyner, 5, Manor-rd., Coventry. 

Cumbertand.—Tenders are to be obtained by C.C. 
ier a R.C. sec. mod. sch., for 240 pupils at Cleator 
Moor. 

Daventry.—_R.D.C. approved 
factory, West-st., Weedon, for J. Sears & Co. (True 
Form Boot Co.). Ltd., Northampton. 

Derby.—E.C. propose new inf. & jun. 
Mackworth estate. Boro’ A., T. W. East. 

Derbys.—C.C. to purchase and adapt Haddon 
Isolation Hospital as accommodation for homeless. 

Douglas (1.0.M.).—B.C. approved sketch plan of 
proposed layout of shopping centre, Wiulaston 
estate (six shops and 20 houses). 

Durham. is to acquire Newtown Hotel, 
Stanhope, for canversion _ hostel for aged per- 
sons. Plans by the Cty. A., G. R. Clayton, Court- 
la., Durham. 

Durham.—R.D.C. to negotiate for purchase of 20 
acres at Shincliffe—R.D.C. Surveyor (K. G. 
Miller) to prepare layout a for houses at Shin- 

ciiffe for copmnees of C.C 

Eccles.—B approved Plans for 10 lock-up shops 
with flats over, Exeter-a 

Eccles. —B.C, to prepare ” sketch plans for exten- 
sions to ‘‘ Derby House.” 

Haslingden.—British Road Services. propose 
modern new depot and garage at Broadway,, 
Helmshore site. 

Lancs.—C.C, propose sec, mod. sch. 
dale. 

Leytand.—U.D.C. to make application to M.L.G. 


lans for new 


schools, 


at Skelmers- 
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tects, Kitching & Co., 21, Albert-rd. Middlesbrouet 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne.— New teaching rooms are 
to be built at St. Mary’s Training namie 
Fenham Hall-dr. Plans by A. E. 
12, Tillmouth-gdns., Newcastle.—C. A. Par 
Lid., engineers, Shields-rd., have obtained areca 
for the build ing of a research and design building, 
Plans by their staff architect. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—North & Partners, Queen-st,. 
chbrs., Maidenhead, Surrey, are architects for €x- 
tending mone floor at 72-6, Northumberland-st,, 
for C. & A. Modes, Ltd.—City Estate & Property 
Surveyor (W. Hands) has prepared plans for 
maternity welfare centre, Springfield-rd., for City 
Health Com.—Plans have been approved for a 
casualty annexe, Queen Victoria-rd., for Royal 
Victoria Infirmary. Architects, W. Curtis- Green, 
Son & Lioyd, Pickering-pl., St. James-st., London, 
§.W.1.—Wilson & Carter, Lid., 141-145 Northumber. 
land-st., are to add another floor to their premises, 
Architects, Spence & Price, 26, St. Mary’s-pl., New. 
castle 

Northants.—E.C. seek approval for Spal plane of 


proposed extensions to rby eee 
—_ =. and Rushden North End Cty. Mod. 8 
(£38,900 

Notts.—C.0. approved construction of {cho 


schemes in 1951/2 programme :—Woodlands_ Recep- 
tion and Observation Centre, Woodlands Nursery 

(adaptation of frame .—Approved scheme for 
adaptations to Gedling Manor, Carlton (£14,285), 

Oidham.—B.C. approved plans for lab. at East 
Worse, Barry-st., for Platt Bros & Co. 

Otley—U.D.C.' to extend Weston-la. housing 
scheme by inclusion of 32 houses and four flats. 

Preston.—T.C. propose health centre at Oxheyg 
Mill site, Ripon-st. 

Preston and Chorley.—Hospital Management 
Com. propose additions to south ward at Infirmary, 
Preston. 

Salford.—Proposed new police headquarters, for 
T.C. Architects, Bradshaw, Gass & Hope, Bolton. 

Sheffield.—T.C. to lease site at Solly-st. and Scot- 
land-st. to Yorkshire Testing Works, Ltd., for erec- 
tion of laboratories, offices and machine shops. 

Shotiey Bridge (Co. Durham).—Alterations are to 
be carried out to operating theatre suite, and one 
hutted ward is to be modernised at Shotley Bridge 
Hospital, for Newcastle Regional Hospital Board, 
“ Dunira,” Osborne-rd., Newcastle. Contracts are 
not decided. Brd’s Chief A., P. H. Knighton, 
M. x B.A. 

Smethwick.—B.C. approved sketch plans for @ 
cottage dwellings, Wellington-st. 

South Shields.—F. W. Newby, 41, Harton-grove, 
South Shields, has prepared revised layout plans 
for kouses at Mortimer-rd., for Henderson Bros. 
builders, Smith-st., Tyne Dock, South Shields.— 
P. 1, Browne, fon & Harding, Pearl-bldgs., North- 
umberland-st., Newcasthe-on-I'yne, are architects 
for proposed ‘alterations to Gaumont Cinema and 
adjoining shop premises of Wiggs, Ltd., Ocean-rd., 
fer Gaumont Cinemas.—G. R. Smith & Partners, 3, 
Winchester-st., South Shields, have prepared plans 
for factory alterations at. Laygate, for Eskimo 
Slippers, Ltd.—Extensions are to be carried_out to 
locomotive shed at, Westoe Colliery, for N.C.B., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

South Shieids.—Proposals are to be submitted to 
M.L.G. & P. by T.C. for £28,000 scheme for an old 
peoples’ hostel, Marsden-rd. Boro’ K., John Reid. 

Staffs.—E.C. bees M.O.E. approval for prelimin- 
ary plans of proposed adaptations to Kibbleston 
Hall, Stone my “Tenkey Hall Special School.—E.C. 
to forward preliminary plans to M.O.E. for erec- 
tion of following sehools:—Coseley Park-rd. Cty. 
Prim.; Lichfield, Wheel-la. Cty. Prim.; Rowley 
Regis, Brickhouse Farm Cty. Prim.; ” Stafford, 
Eastlands Cty. Prim. 

Stanley.—U.D.C. has decided to build 100 houses 
for miners. Plans by surveyor, J. K. Heslop. 

Todmorden.—Boro’ S. preparing plans for erec- 
tion of flats at Shade. 

Wakefield.—B.C. approved plans for_ chemical 
—— hw ag 3 Calder Vale-rd., for Brothertunm 

Ltd., City-chbrs., Leeds 1. 

Wallasey. “B.C. to reconstruct  sea-bathing 
station.—To erect new children’s homes at Curlew- 
way and Digg-la. : 

Warrington.—Co-op. Society propose new pre 
mises, Dallam estate. 

Wellinghorough.—Ordnance Survey Dept. to erect 
= i factory and offices on 40-acre site, Hardwick- 
r 

Whitley Bay.—U.D.C. Surveyor (E. Roberts) is te 
prepare plans for use of about 18 acres at Earsdon 
Grange for housing. There is accommodation for 

about 200 houses. 

Wirral.—Cadbury Bros., Ltd., propose erection of 
new factory. 

Workington.—A propogal is being considered by 
Newcastle-on-Tyne =. Hos. Brd., for a materni 
dept. and outpatients’ dept. at Workington I 
ary. Brd’s architect for Cumberland and West- 
morland area is N. Edgar, 1, Lonsdale-st., Carlisle. 
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TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

{ Denotes accepted by H. M. Government Depart- 
ments. 

Birmingham.—Extensions to_ boiler-house at 
Hatton Central Hospital, for Regional Hospital 
Board: *Lewis & Watters, Ltd., Leamington Spa. 

Bury.—Erection of R.C. secondary school at 
Hardmans-in-the-Fields. Architect, R. Byrom, 
Bury: *John Tinline, Ltd., Bury. . 

Cheadle (Staffs).—Bungalows at Well-st. and 
Keeling-rd., for R.D.C.; *J. A. Bailey, Cheadle. 

Chester.—Eight houses at Saughall, for R.D.C.: 
*R. A. Atkinson, Ltd., £11,155. 

Chester.—Eight houses at Saughall, for R.D.C.: 
*R. Atkinson, Ltd., £11,155. 

Daventry.—Conversion of M.A.F. hostel at 
Station-rd., Long Buckby, into flats, for R.D.C.: 
*p. H. Edmons, Stretton-on-Dunsmore. ‘ 
Dumbartonshire.—Large factory for the Scottish 
Industrial Estates, Ltd., at the Clydebank site, 
Whytecroft. Messrs. Wylie, Shanks and Wylie, 
F. & A.R.I.B.A., architects, 120, Blythswood-st., 
Blythswood-sq., Glasgow, W.C.2. Messrs. James 
Barr & Sons, FF.R.I.C.S., quantity surveyors, 213, 
St. Vincent-st., Blythswood, Glasgow, W.C.2. 
*Melville, Dundas & Whitson, Ltd., Glasgow, 
W.C 


East Retford.—64 houses at  Hallcroft-with-Clay- 
ton & Thornhill, for B.C.: *John Hadfield & Sons, 
Ltd., Effingham-st., Sheffield. 

Eccles.—28 houses at Ellesmere Park estate, for 
B.C.: *G. Fisher (Fallowfield), Ltd., Manchester, 

1. . ‘ 
ae teshire.—New buildings for the Scottish Gas 
Board at Grange-rd., Dunfermline. Mr. Harry 
Lind, B.Sc., architect, 36, Queen Anne-st., Dun- 
i *The Fram Reinforced Concrete Co., Lid., 

sgow, W.C.2. 
Paces Mrection of 36 flats (Block No, 8) at 
Sullivan Court, at an est. cost of £76,658. Plans by 
the eg Housing: *John Luing & Son, Ltd., 

ns-la., N.W.7. E 
Mpulham.—Brection of s:x flats on the site of Nos. 
%39 (odd), Danehurst-st. Plans by the Director 
of Housing :— 


R. Dixon & Sons ... io w+» £12,425 
E. J. Davies & Co. es .. 411,472 
E. J. Lacy & Co., Ltd. ... : a 11,390 
W. J. Marston & Son, Btd. ... _«.. |... 11250 
Director of Housing and Public Buildings 10,675 
A. H. Franklin & Sons, Lid... .... «10, 
tGeo. S. Garner & Son (Builders), ltd. .., 10,44 
Glasgow.—Extension to the Ibrox garage. Plans 


ared by the Transport Architectural Depart- 
ang - Be My House, Bath-st., Glasgow, W.C.2. 
*N. Simpson & Co., Ltd., Vicarfield, Glasgow, 
ao Conversion scheme 

‘ow.— F §c- 

St. Vincent School, Carnwadrie. Mr. John MacNab, 
F.RLB.A., architect, 129, Bath-st., Blythswood, 
Glasgow, W.C.2._ The outbuilding works, *A. Bruer 
Walker & Co., Ltd.. Glasgow, £7,360. Additional 
classrooms, *The Medway Building and Supply Co., 
Ltd., Rochester, Kent, £4,406. ; 

Gwyrfai—Erection of new factory at Nantille 
Valley, Penydroes, for R.D.©., at an est. cost of 
£50,000: *A. Salisbury, Ltd., 15, Palace-st., Caer- 
narvon. 

Hambledon.—Four houses and 12 flats at Down- 
burst estate, for R.D.C.: *Godalming Building & 
Construction Co., Ltd. (subject to M.LG. & P. 

oval). 
‘Thertford.—12 houses, Bramfield, for  R.D.C. 
D. ©. Denton Smith, architect. Quantities by 
Ernest R. Babbs_& one *George Mott & Son, 
-at-Stone, Hertford. 
Waigh geet Was 1} phase of the construc- 
tion’of new technical college in Queen Alexandra- 
rd.: *A. Roberts & Co., Ltd. 79, Eccleston-sq., 
§.W.1. : : ; 

Jarrow.—Erection of business premises in Ellison- 
st., Jarrow, for paioaeny amas Ltd.: *R. W. Bell 
& Co., Jesmond, Newcastle. ; 

Kesteven.—Additions and adaptations to Bourne 
House hostel, for C.C.: *L. P. Longland, Langtoft, 
27,983. 

Leeds.—60 three-storey flats at Beechwood, Sea- 
croft, for T.C.: *J. F. Hatton, Ltd., Leeds. 

Liverpool.—Works for T.C.:—226 dwellings and 
% dwellings at Croxteth: *Unit Construction Co., 
Ltd., £351,537 and £151,986; 180 dwellings at Speke : 
*Unit Construction Co., Ltd., £268,962; 18 flats at 
Blenheim-st.: *Hale & Williams, Liverpool, £29,577 ; 
78 flats in Southdown-la.: *Peak Construction Co., 
Ltd., Liverpoal, £145,636. f 

L.C.C—Contracts exceeding £2,500 in value 
placed by L.C.C. during period April-June, 1961 :— 

Painting and cleaning at :—Laycock Primary 
School, Dearing & Co., Ltd.; Winton School, John 
Murphy & Sons; London Fields School, W. F. 
Marshall, Ltd.; Southampton-way School, John 
Kent (London), Ltd.; Lucas-vale and Stanley-st. 
School, Harris (Brockley), Builders, Ltd.; Latch- 
mere School, T. Ringham & Co., Ltd.; Clapham 
Secondary (G.) School, W. J. Simms, Sons & Cooke. 
Ltd.; Bonneville. School] and Eardley-rd. School, 
Yeoman, Spriggs & Co.; Battersea Park-rd. School, 
William Blood, Ltd.; Alfarthing-la. School and 
Bitringham-st. School, T. Ringham & Co., Ltd.; 
Westminster Bridge-rd. School, Charles H. Graff, 
td.; Webb-st. School, Sykes & Son, Lid,; Walnut 
Tree Welk Primary School, Ernie Bayliss, Ltd.; 


and classrooms at 
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Peckham Secondary (G.), Rye House and Sumner 
House Scheel, The Bunting Construction Co., Ltd.; 
Peckham Park School and Leo-st. School, Collin 
(Contractors), Ltd.; Faunce-st. School, H. D. Ebbutt 
& Son; Wood-cl. School, S. G. Cobban & Co.; Shore- 
ditch Secondary School and Hoxton House, M. 
Marley (Contractors), Ltd.; Rutland School, Ham- 
mond & Miles, Ltd.; Lauriston-rd. School, Kind & 


Co. (Builders), Lid., Laburnum-st. School, S. C. 
Groyer, Ltd.; Enfield-rd. School, Gratton Wilson, 
Ltd.; Columbia-rd. School, 4 - Manning 
(Builders), Ltd.; Atley-rd. School, J. & J. Dean, 
Ltd. ; Vittoria-pl. School,  Liddlelow, Ltd.; 
Rhyl-st. School, James Shackell & Co., Ltd.; 
Montem-st. Primary School and _ Tollington 


Park Sec. School, Holland & Hannen and Cubitts, 
Ltd.; North Kensington Sec. School, W. Richards 
& Sons (Hendon), Ltd.; Marlborough School, J. A. 
Tyler & Sons, Ltd.; Lillie-rd. School, Painting & 
Maintenance Contractors, Ltd.; Kingsley Secondary 
School, White & Johnson, Ltd.; Bossfield School, 
Collins & Co., Ltd 

Provision of an electrical installation at :—Earls- 
field School, Wandsworth, H. A. Lamb & Sons, Ltd. ; 
Laxon-st. County Secondary School, Bermondsey, 
Thorpe & Thorpe, Ltd.; Eglinton-rd. County 
Primary School, London Electricity Board; Beck- 
ford County Primary School, Hampstead, Knight’s 
(Hendon), Ltd.; Tower Bridge County Primary 
School, W. Simmons & Co. (Stratford), Ltd.; 
Queensmill-rd. County Primary hool, H. A. 
Lamb & Sons, Ltd.; Brixton County Secondary 
School, F. W. Sims & Co. 

Completion of the extension to :—Westminster 
Technical College, W. J. Marston & Son, Ltd. 

Construction of foundations and drainage at :— 
Kidbrooke Comprehensive High School, J. Garrett 
& Son, Ltd. 

Adaptations at :—Stockgrove Park, Leighton Buz- 
zard, Drury Lowe & Co. (London), Ltd. 

Provision of hutted classrooms at :—Sunnyhill 
Park County Primary School, Streatham, Green- 
away & Son, s 

Construction of dwellings, etc.. at :—Heath Park 
extension, Becontree, Essex, §8. Bryett. 

{London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value of 
£500 or over for week ended June 

Transportation and re-erection of hangar : Fleming 
Bros., Ltd., Glasgow, C.2. Alterations to hangars : 
Middlemiss ‘Bros., Ltd., Newcastle-on-Tyne; W. E. 
Chivers & Sons, Ltd., Devizes; Lewis & Watters, 
Ltd., Leamington Spa; F. Rendell & Sons, Ltd., 
Devizes, Wilts; A. E. Billings & Sons, Ltd., Chip- 
ping Norton, Oxon. 

Hutting: W. E. Chivers & Sons, Litd., Devizes, 
Wilts. Runway works, platforms, etc.: W. & J. R. 
Watson, Ltd., Edinburgh; John Mowlem & Co., Ltd., 
London, S.W.1. Building works: John H. Pierce, 
Berwick-on-Tweed ; Scottish Aviation, Ltd., Prestwick 
Airport, Ayrshire; Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., Lon- 
don, W.6; ‘Woodcock Marshall & Co., Ltd., London, 
W.41. Erection of control towers, crash tender bays, 
etc.: Hinkins & Frewin, Ltd., Banbury. General 
maintenance work: J. M. Jones (Builders), Ltd., 
Maidenhead; Kerridge (Cambridge), Ltd., Cam- 
bridge; F. Shepherd & Son, Ltd., York; C. M. Camp- 
bell, Sutherland; (D. M. Geddes & Sons, Caithness; 
Comben & Wakeling, Ltd., Halesworth, Suffolk. 











{ Lectro Plating 


BY A HOUSE OF UNRIVALLED] 
EXPERIENCE & REPUTATION 


Established 75 years 


SILVER, GOLD AND CHROMIUM 
BRASS, COPPER, NICKEL AND 
TENPLATING 
OXIDISING, LACQUERING 
AND STOVE ENAMELLING 


Repairs and Restoration 


We Specialise in REPLATING 


BUILDERS AND ELECTRICAL 
FITTINGS 


mass production capacity available 
for plating and polishing new goods 
for home and export 











JOHN WILKINS & Co.Ltd. 


231-243, ST. JOHN ST., CLERKENWELL, 


LONDON, E.C.| 
Phone: TERminus 2176-8 
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London (British Railways).—New _ contracts 
placed by London Midland Region :—Reconstruc- 
tion of the roof and resurfacing of the deck ‘in 
the empties shed at Birmingham, Lawley-st. goods 
station, Barford Joinery Mills, Ltd., Sterling 
Works, 3-7, Summer Hill-st., Birmingham 1. Tem- 
porary repairs with ‘‘ Masticon” to part of the 
roof glazing of Carlisle station, Industrial Engi- 
neering, Lid., Mellier House, Albemarle-st., Lon- 
don, W.1. Labour only in connection with the 
cleaning and painting of Bolton Trinity-st. passen- 
ger station, Shirley Painting & Decorating Service, 
70, Blackstock-rd., Finsbury Park, London, N.4. 
Labour only in connection with the cleaning and 
painting of Manchester Exchange station, F. 
Labbett & Sons, 258, Derby-rd., Nottingham. 
Patent roof glazing repairs to the sawmill, tool- 
room and accumulator house at Wolverton Carriage 
& Wagon Works, The British Challenge Glazing 
Co., Marshgate-la., Stratford, London, E.5. Erection 
of steelwork for the reroofing of the special road 
vehicle shop and iron stores at Earlestown Wagon 
Shop, McIntyre & Sons, Ltd., Stanhope-st., Liver- 
pool 8. 

§London (M.0.W.).—Contracts placed by M.O.W. 
for week ended June 2. ; 

London : 57-59, Gt. Peter-st., §.W.1, Internal paint- 
ing, C. & T. Painters, Ltd., Mordaunt-rd., Harlesden, 
N.W.10. Ches: M/S Depot, Monks Heath, Chelford, - 
Interior and exterior painting, Exors. of Henry 
Curzon, West Dudley-st., Winsford. Glam: Min. 
Lab. Gen. Training School, Curran-rd., Cardiff, 
Adaptations & decorations, E. J. Smith Jes 
Windsor-rd., Penarth. Kent : Dymehurch, Automatic 
telephone exchange, Ellis Bros. (New Romney), Ltd., 
Lydd-rd., New Romney. nes : Moss Side Institu- 
tion, Maghull, near Liverpool, Extensions to work- 
shop and stores, R. Costain & Sons (Liverpool), 
Ltd., ‘Blundelisands House, Mersey-view, Liverpool. 
Lincs: M.O.S. Factory, Bolton-la., Grantham, Pro- 
vision of B.C.T. storage, W. Foster & Sons, 4, 
Castlegate, Grantham; Willington-rd., Kirton, near 
Boston, Office block, J. T. Barber & Son, 40, Hessle- 
ave., Boston. Northumberland: M.N.1I., Woodhorn- 
rd., Ashington, Alterations and additions, R. Carse 
& Son, Ltd., 15, Prospect-rd., Ampble. 

{London (War Dept.).—Works contracts placed 
by War Dept. for week ended June 2:—Co. Down: 
Painting, F. & S. Ferguson, Belfast. Co. Down: 
Painting, J. Grandy & Co., Warrenpoint. Dunbarton- 
shire: Building and repairs, Dougall & Co., Ltd., 
Dumbarton. Kent: Concrete work, Campbell & 
McGill, Ltd., Chislehurst. London: Miscellaneous, 
A. Robinson, Ltd., Harrow. Kent: Miscellaneous, 
E. Bishop & Sons, Ltd., Sittingbourne. Essex: 
Painting, E. A. Coryn & Son, Hornchurch. Surrey: 
Miscellaneous, Frank R. Freeman, Ltd., London, 
N.W.1. Herts: Miscellaneous, S. Cronin & Sons, 
Ltd., Brentwood. Hants: Painting, W. T. Pickering 
& Sons, Ltd., Watford. Wilts: Painting, N. S. Long, 
Ltd., Toulton-le-Fylde. Hdnts: Painting, J. Hood, 
Chepstow. Wilts: Painting, Fields, Ltd., Reading. 
Mon.: Painting, N. S. Long, Ltd., Poulton-le-Fylde. 
Wores : Miscellaneous, J. H. Smith (Kidderminster), 
Ltd., Kidderminster. Warwick: Painting, Donald 
Humberstone & Co., Ltd., Louth. Worcs: Painting, 
Arthur Hogg, Ltd., Manchester. Lancs: Heating 
installation, Wm. Matthews & Son (Heating Engi- 
neers), Ltd., Manchester. East Lothian: Heating 
installation, The Brightside Foundry and Engineer- 
ing Co., (Ltd., Edinburgh. Notts: Roadwork, 
Leicester Construction Co., Ltd., Leicester. Yorks: 
Miscellaneous, J. W. Binks & Sons, Leeds. Derby 
shire: Miscellaneous, Harris Bros. (Marehay), Ltd., 


Ripley. Northumberland: Paintin y a 
Grabham, Ltd., Sunderland. Lincs : al es 
Travers Asphalte Paving Co., Itd., Lincoln. Yorks : 


—— W, mannieg Bradford. 

vern.—Extensions to Winter Gardens concert 
hall, for U.D.C. C. C. Judson, S. Quantities by 
Bertram Mewis: *T. Broad, Ltd., Malvern. 

Motherwell-Wishaw. — Reconstruction of the 
Motherwell garage, workshops and offices at. Both- 
well-rd. *The Kelvin Construction Co., Ltd., Loch- 
burn-rd., Posselpark, Glasgow, N. 

Motherwell-Wishaw.—Erection of additions for 
Messrs. Colvilles, Ltd. Messrs. James Monro & 
Boa, F. & ABLB-A. a0, wast George-st., Blyths- 
Ww q., asgow, C.2. *Murdoch MacKenzie, 
Ltd., Motherwell-Wishaw. r 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Alterations to the premises 
of the Provincial Building Society, 19, Saville-row, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne: *J. White (Shopfitters), Ltd 
Team Valley Trading estate, Gateshead. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Erection of electrical engi- 
neering laboratory in College-rd., for.the Council 
of King’s College. Architects, Edwards & Manby, 
Eldon-pl., Newcastle: *J. R. Rutherford & Sons, 
Jesmond-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. : 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Alterations to St. Catherine’s 
Convent. Architect, Robert Burke, 10, Lambton-rd., 
Jesmond, Newcastle-on-Tyne: *Thomas Ourry & 
Son, Meldon-st., Newcastle. 

Newcastle-under-Lyme.—Six houses at Bradwell, 
for T.C.: *H. Stubbs, Newcastle, £7,483. 

Northampton.—80 houses at Sunnyside, for B.O.: 
TT. Wilson & Son, Ltd., 67, Sheep-st., Northampton, 
£107,764. 

North Riding.—Erection of the Easingwold gram- 
mar ‘and modern school; for E.C. Architects, Gol- 
“lins, Melvin & Partners, 21, Russell-sq., London, 
b i gh *F. Shepherd & Son, Ltd., Blue Bridgela., 

ork. 


Pembrokeshire.New school, Tavernspite, “for 
EC. W. Barrett, M.B.E., A:R.I.B.A.g County 
Arehitect, Haverfordwest :— é 
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L. H. Heaps, South Parade, Tenby ... «+. £24,390 
*“M. L. Davies, Tavernspite, Whitland -- 23,605 
Peterborough.—Houses at Eastfield estate, for 






























UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


CONTINUES -TO EXPAND 
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NATIONAL ORGANISATION 
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MEMBERSHIP 


10,750 


ENROL NOW 
SUBSCRIPTION £4.4.0 pa. 


London Region—37 Areas 
And over 100 Provincial Branches 








Phone or write: 
SECRETARY, 
26 GT. ORMOND ST., HOLBORN, W.C.1 


Tel.: CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) 
Telegrams: ** EFEMBE, Holb, London” 


The address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded. 











THE BUILDER 


T.C.: *Marriott & Walker, Ltd., 4, Abbey-rd., Ram- 
sey, £47,047 (36); *Granville Building Co., Ltd., 85, 
Queen’s-rd., Fletiton, £30,250 (22); *S. B. Fairchild, 
1l, Welland-id., £24,663 (18). 

Ramsbottom.—28 flats at Southfields estate, for 
T.C.: *Leonard Frankland (Conractors), Ltd., 
Accrington, £25,486.., 

Ruthergien.—Erection of the new workshops at 
the Burnbank Sehool of Engineering. Mr. William 
Watt, F.R.1I.B.A., architect, Albert-rd., Motherwell- 
Wishaw. Building, joinery and general works, 
*Myton (Mossend)., Ltd., Bellshill, £25,973. 

Shardiow.—42 houses at Chaddesden site, for 
X.: *C. E. Mellors, Chaddesden, near Derby, 
£60,480. 

Shefheld.—Erection of houses at Basegreen 
estate, for T.C.: *H. Dernie & Sons, Ltd., 69, 
Stovin-rd., £139,870 (106); (sections 8 & 24): 
“Bailey & Martyn, Ltd., 44, Bank-st., £52,096 (40); 
(section 9): *C. Redmile & Son, Ltd., 11, Gleadless- 
common, £40,290 (32). Schemes 1, 3 and 4 (section 
1): “Seymour Bros., 12, Cawthorne-rd., £85,505 (67) ; 
(Section 2): *C. Redmile & Son, Lid., £27,155 (22); 

18 & 21): *Ackroyd & Abbott, 47, 
Willoughby-st., £93,117 (70); (sections 4 & 5): *F. 
Ridal & Sons (Builders), Ltd., 8, Cobden View-rd., 
£69,202 (54); (section 11): *H. Dernie & Sons, 
£28,087 (32 flats); (section 13): *Bailey & Martyn, 
Ltd., £55,592 (43), (section 13): *Melling Bros., 
Lid., Balfour-rd., £61,998 (47); (sections 14, 15 & 
19): *Reeves Charlesworth, Ltd., 27, Wilkinson-st., 
£139,234 (108); (section 17): *A. G. Redmile, Ltd., 
£52,724 (40); (section 22): *C. L. Marcroft, Ltd., 
£44,818 (36); (section 23): *H. R. Smith (Contrac- 
tors), Ltd., £21,401 (24 flats); (Sections 12 & 16): 
*Direct Labour, £133,790 (101). 

South Shields.—War-damage reinstatement work 
at 22-24, King-st.: *Milton Swales, Ltd., Imeary- 
st., South Shields, £5,500. é 

South Shields.—Erection of 98 houses at Simon- 
side, for T.C. John Reid, Boro’ E.: *R. Summer- 
bell & Son, Rutland-st., South Shields, £119,960. 


(sections 3, 












STEEL- CRETE 


SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES 
HAVE BANISHED ALL TROUBLES 
WITH OLD OR NEW 


FLOORS 


inspect one that has withstood 


HEAVY TRUCKING FOR 25 YEARS 


and consult 


STEEL-CRETE LTD. 


Savoy House, 115/116, Strand, London, W.C.2 
Tel.: TEMple Bar 5621 . 











Patent 
“Air Pump” 


Boyle's Ventilator 


OVER TWO MILLION 





IN USE 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 
98, HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.10 
Tel.: LADbroke 2879 
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Tamworth.—Erection of new College of Further 
Education, for Staffs C.C.: *W. Kendrick & Song, 
Lid., Naden Works, Soho Hill, Birmingham 
£56,624. : 

Thrapston and Oundle.—12 two-bedromed maison. 
ettes in King John-st., for R.D.C.: Mallard ¢ 
Pateman, £13,146. 

Wakefield.—Houseg for T.C. at Eastmoor estat, 
extension: *W. Dunk & Sons, Ltd., Peel-st., Barns. 
ley (20 ‘‘ Gregory” flats); *Searby Bros., Oaken- 
shaw, Crofton (8 houses). 

Wallasey.—Houses at Site P9, for B.C.: *W. . 
Farrell, Ltd., South Bank, Runcorn, £25,365 (18); 
*J. Tate & Sons, 241, Wallasey-village, £24,245 
(18); *Wm. Bradshaw (Contractors), Ltd., Doultop. 
rd., £13,552 (10); *J. Boyd & Co. (Wallasey), Ltd. 
44, Borrowdale-rd., Moreton, £11,333 (8); ‘J. | 
Leech & Co., 43, Leasowe-rd., £17,003 (12). 

Wedneshury.—Adds. and adapts. at County Tech, 
College, for C.C.: *L. Brown, Stafford-st., Wednes. 
bury, £51,067. 

West Lothian.—Extension to factory for The 
Scottish InduStrial Estates, Ltd., at the Bathgate 
area. ick, die, MacKay and Jamieson, 
FF.R.I.B.A., architects, Albyan-pl., West End, Edin. 
burgh. *Colin MacAndrews & Partners, Ltd., Edin. 
burgh, W.2. ; 

Woolwich.—122 dwellings at Coldharbour esiate, 
for B.C.: “Direct labour. 


BROAD-AGHESON 


CELLULAR BLOCKS 


save coal - save costs 


BROAD & CO. LTD. 4 SOUTH WHARF 
LONDON, W.2 PADdington 7061. 
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| WOOD BLOCK 


THE ESSEX STEEL 
SCAFFOLDING C°L* 


SALES, HIRE 
ERECTION 
CRADLES 


SMARTS LANE 
LOUGHTON ESSEX 


TEL) LOUGHTON 295 











FLOORS 


STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 
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General Offices : 








GALBRAITH 
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BUILDERS - CONTRACTORS 
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61 BARFHOLOMEW CLOSE 
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Telephone: MONarch 7597-8 


CRAYFORD BRIDGE +» CRAYFORD +: KENT 


LIMITED 


ENGINEERS 





EC 72 






Telephone : Bexley Heath 5651-4 












_ = fo 





